Finch & C°

A SUBSTANTIAL AND WHGHTY ANCIENT PORPHYRY SLAB/ LID

100 BC - 100 AD
ROMANO EGYPTIAN EGYPT
IMPERIAL PORPHYRY PORPHYRY
65 X54 X11 CM(25°/, X21 '/, X4 3/, INCHES)

ASUBSTANTIAL AND WEIGHTY ANCIENT PORPHYRY SLAB, POSSIBLY SERVING AS ALID (?) PAVEMENT (?) OR SEALING A
TOVB

EXHIBITS ARECTANGULAR FORM

ITS SURFACE IS ADORNED WITH THE REMNANTS OF ANCIENT POLISHING, INDICATING APERIOD OF EXTREME
REFINEMENT

EVIDENCE OF PREVIOUS CUTTING MARKS AND WEAR IS ALSO DISCERNIBLE

THE SLAB BOASTS AVIBRANT COLOUR AND ADISTINCTIVE PATINA

ROMAN EMPIRE, ITALY/EGYPT

ANCIENT: 100BC TO 100AD

SIZE: 65CMHIGH, 54CMWIDE, 11CMDEEP (MAX) - 25% INS HIGH, 2174 INS WIDE, 44 INS DEEP (MAX)

LITERATURE

THE ANCIENT ROMANS COVETED PORPHYRY, AHARD PURPLE-COLOURED VOLCANIC ROCK PEPPERED WITH WHITE
CRYSTALS OF FELDSPAR, AND THE EMPERORS NERO, TRAJAN AND HADRIAN RESTRICTED IT TO IMPERIAL USE. THE
EGYPTIAN QUARRIES KNOWN AS ‘MONS PORPHYRITES” WERE OPENED IN THE 1ST CENTURY AD AND WORKED FOR



FOUR HUNDRED YEARS. LOCATED IN THE EASTERN DESERT AT GEBEL DOKHAN THEY WERE WORKED EXTENSIBVELY BY
THE EMPERORS, NERO, TRAJAN AND HADRIAN. THE EMPERORS RESERVED THE COLOUR PURPLE FOR THEIR OWN USE
AND SO PORPHYRY AND THE EGYPTIAN QUARRIES BECAVE THEIR EXCLUSIVE ROMAN IMPERIAL PROPERTY.
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EXPRIVATE UK COLLECTION



