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LITERATURE

ASENATH, AHIGH-RANKING, ARISTOCRATIC EGYPTIAN WOMAN, APPEARS AS AMINOR CHARACTER IN THE BOOK OF
GENESIS. SHE WAS THE WIFE OF JOSEPH AND THE MOTHER OF HIS SONS, MANASSEH AND EPHRAIM THERE ARE TWO
DISTINCT RABBINIC INTERPRETATIONS OF ASENATH. ONE PERSPECTIVE POSITS THAT SHE WAS AN EGYPTIAN WOMAN

WHO CONVERTED TO MARRY JOSEPH. THIS VIEWPQINT IMPLIES THAT SHE HAD ALREADY EMBRACED GOD PRIOR TO
THEIR UNION AND SUBSEQUENTLY RAISED HER SONS IN THE PRINCIPLES OF JUDAISM. ACCORDING TO THE HEBREW
BIBLE, ASENATH'S FATHER, POTIPHERA, APRIEST OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CITY OF ON, IS MENTIONED IN GENESIS
41:45 AND 41:50. POTIPHERAWAS THE FATHER OF ASENATH, WHO WAS PRESENTED TO JOSEPH AS HIS WIFE BY THE
PHARACH. HER NAVE, WHICH TRANSLATES TO ‘HE WHOMRAHAS GIVEN’, SIGNIFIES HER DIMNE ORIGIN.

PROVENANCE
EXBEVERLEY MINSTER, YORKSHIRE

BY FAMILY DESCENT

EXPRIVATE COLLECTION

CF: REMOVED FROMBEVERLEY MINSTER DURING THE LATE 19TH-CENTURY RESTORATION WORK UNDERTAKEN BY
GEORGE GILBERT-SCOTT. ORIGINALLY SITUATED IN THE HIGH NORTH OR SOUTH AISLES AT THE VAULT S TERMINATION,
IT WAS REPORTED THAT NINE FIGURES WERE REMOVED. THIS EXAMPLE WAS RETAINED BY THE STONE MASON
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MASONRY WORK AND SUBSEQUENTLY PASSED DOVWN THROUGH HIS FAMLY.



