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LITERATURE

A METICULOUSLY CRAFTED 16TH CENTURY GOLD RING SET WITH A CONTEMPORARY HELIOTROPE INTAGLIO ENGRAVED
WITH THE IMAGE OF A WARRIOR, POSSIBLY APOLLO, HOLDING A BOW IN HIS LEFT HAND AND A DOWNWARD-POINTING

SPEAR IN HIS RIGHT. THE FIGURE, RENDERED IN CONFIDENT LINEAR STYLE, REFLECTS THE RENAISSANCE’S
FASCINATION WITH CLASSICAL HEROISM AND THE REVIVAL OF ANTIQUE GLYPTIC TRADITIONS. THE OVAL STONE IS SET
WITHIN A ROBUST GOLD BEZEL ADORNED WITH INTRICATE ENGRAVED ORNAMENTATION, WITH TRACES OF COLOURED

ENAMEL STILL DISCERNIBLE WITHIN THE RECESSES. THE RING’S BROAD SHOULDERS GRACEFULLY TAPER INTO A
ROUNDED HOOP, HARMONIOUSLY COMBINING SCULPTURAL STRENGTH WITH A REFINED SURFACE FINISH. SUCH

INTRICATE DECORATION CLOSELY MIRRORS EXAMPLES IN THE ALICE AND LOUIS KOCH COLLECTION (ANNA BEATRIZ
CHADOUR, RINGS; P. 200, NOS. 652 - 653), WHERE COMPARABLE ENGRAVED MOTIFS ARE FOUND AROUND THE BEZELS

OF GERMAN RENAISSANCE RINGS.
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