Finch & C°

A ROMANO-BRITISH ANGER-RING WITH ALIGREE WIRE DECORATION AND CARNELIAN MILITARY INTAGLIO
AROMANO-BRITISH FINGER-RING WITH FILIGREE WIRE DECORATION AND CARNELIAN MLITARY INTAGLIO

GOLD, CARNELIAN

ROMANO-BRITISH

LATE 4TH OR EARLY 5TH CENTURY AD

AROMANO-BRITISH FINGER-RING WITH FILIGREE WIRE DECORATION AND CARNELIAN MLITARY INTAGLIO

GOLD, CARNELIAN

ROMANO-BRITISH

LATE 4TH OR EARLY 5TH CENTURY AD

SIZE: 53 (EU) M1/2 (UK) 6 1/2 (US)

WEIGHT: 8.3 GRAMS

LITERATURE



FINGER RINGS OF THIS INTRICATE FILIGREE TYPE WITH SPIRAL-FORM ORNAVENTATION ARE WELL-REPRESENTED IN
LATE ROMAN BRITAIN. EXAVPLES ARE FOUND BOTH AS ISOLATED FINDS AND IN SIGNIFICANT HOARDS OF HIGH-STATUS
OBJECTS FROMTHE LATE 4TH AND EARLY 5TH CENTURIES, NOTABLY THETFORD (NORFOLK) AND HOXNE (SUFFOLK).
THESE RINGS ARE DISTINGUISHED BY BANDS COMPOSED OF ROUND, BEADED, AND SEM-BLOCK-TWISTED WIRES,
EMBELLISHED WITH APPLIED GRANULES AND COILED SPIRALS, PARTICULARLY LARGE ADORNED S-SCROLLS AT THE
SHOULDERS. OUTSIDE BRITAIN, SUCH RINGS ARE UNCOMMON; BRITISH EXAMPLES ARE NOTEWORTHY FOR THEIR
TIGHTLY COILED SPIRALS. THE PRESENT RING CLOSELY RESEMBLES THREE DOCUMENTED PIECES FROMHOXNE,
HOUGHTON (HAMPSHIRE) AND BROMLEY (ESSEX). ALL SHARE KEY CHARACTERISTICS: SPIRALS FORMED FROM STRIP-
TWISTED ROUND WIRES, BANDS EDGED WITH SEM-BLOCK-TWISTED WIRES, AND ACENTRAL GOLD STRIP WITH A
CONVEXV-PROFILE PROVIDING STRUCTURE IN LIEU OF ABACKING SHEET. THE PRESENT AND BROMLEY RINGS ARE SO
SIMLAR THAT THEY MAY ORIGINATE FROM THE SAVE WORKSHOP, DIFFERING PRIMARILY IN THE BEADED-WIRE EDGING
OF THE BOXSETTING AND ‘KEELED’ SHOULDERS. THE PREVALENCE OF SUCH RINGS IN BRITAIN LIKELY REFLECTS
HEIGHTENED LOSS AND HOARDING DURING THE DECLINE OF ROMAN RULE. WITH ITS MLITARY EAGLE INTAGLIO, THIS
RING MAY EVEN BE CONNECTED TO THE WITHDRAWAL OF ROMAN GARRISONS BETWEEN 383 AND 406.
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