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LITERATURE

NUMEROUS GOLD AND SILVER FINGER RINGS WITH LARGE HEMISPHERICAL BEZELS, ADORNED WITH COLLARED
GRANULES, HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED IN 9TH CENTURY SLAVIC BURIALS IN MORAVIA, WHICH IS PART OF THE GREAT
MORAVIAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL HORIZON. THE MATERIAL CULTURE REFLECTS THE UNIFICATION OF SLAVIC TRIBES

FOLLOWING THE DECLINE OF AVAR POWER IN THE LATE 8TH CENTURY UNDER FRANKISH INFLUENCE. EXAMPLES ARE
FOUND IN RAJHRAD, STARÉ MĚSTO, MIKULČICE, AND PŘEDMOSTÍ. GREAT MORAVIAN RINGS EXHIBIT DISTINCT FRANKISH

INFLUENCE, SUCH AS TRIPLE GRANULES AT THE SHOULDERS AND CARPET-STYLE FILIGREE BANDS. THE PRESENT
RING, LACKING THESE FEATURES, LIKELY PREDATES FRANKISH DOMINANCE AND BELONGS TO AN EARLIER SLAVIC
PHASE. RINGS WITH HEMISPHERICAL, GRANULE-DECORATED BEZELS ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE ORIGINATED FROM
EARLIER SLAVIC INTERACTIONS WITH THE EASTERN ROMAN EMPIRE, WHERE SOME SLAVS SERVED AS FOEDERATI.

SIMILAR ‘SHIELD BOSS’ MOTIFS ARE PRESENT IN THE WORK OF LATE ROMAN GOLDSMITHS, OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH
MILITARY ITEMS, SUCH AS A GERMANIC FIBULA IN THE RÖMISCH-GERMANISCHES MUSEUM (INV. D 9). THE APPLIED

GRANULES RESEMBLE THE STUDDED ‘UMBO’ OF SHIELDS USED AS STRIKING WEAPONS. A CLOSELY RELATED RING,
PREVIOUSLY HOUSED IN THE J. BAGOT COLLECTION (EL LEGADO DE HEFESTO, NO. 365), SET WITH A LATE ROMAN
CARNELIAN MILITARY INTAGLIO, MAY HAVE BELONGED TO A SLAVIC FOEDERATUS. BOTH RINGS DEMONSTRATE THE

EVOLUTION OF GREAT MORAVIAN JEWELLERY FROM LATE ROMAN AND MIGRATION-PERIOD PROTOTYPES.
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