Finch & C°

A MEROVINGIAN FRANKISH GOLD ANGER-RING WITH A RE-USED LATE IMPERIAL CARNELIAN INTAGLIO
ANMEROMVINGIAN FRANKISH GOLD FINGER-RING WITH ARE-USED LATE IMPERIAL

CARNELIAN INTAGLIO

GOLD, CARNELIAN

PROBABLY NEUSTRIA/ WESTERN FRANKISH KINGDOM (INCLUDING THE PARIS REGION)

LAST QUARTER OF THE 6TH CENTURY

THE INTAGLIO: WESTERN EMPIRE, PROBABLY GAUL, CIRCA3RD CENTURY AD
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SIZE: 51 (EU) K 1/2 (UK) 5 3/8 (US)

WEIGHT: 4.9 GRAVS

LITERATURE

THE RING BELONGS TO THE EARLIEST SERIES OF THE MOST DISTINCTIVE MEROVINGIAN PRESTIGE FINGER RINGS,
THOSE WITH CIRCULAR OR OVAL BEZELS SUPPORTED BY THREE GLOBULES AT EACH SHOULDER WHERE THE BEZEL
MEETS THE BAND. RINGS FROMTHIS GROUP, DATING BEFORE 600 AD, INCLUDE THE RENOWNED GOLD NAVE RING FROM
TOMB 49 BENEATH THE BASILICA OF SAINT-DENIS, RECENTLY REATTRIBUTED TO QUEEN AREGONDE (D. 580 AD), WIFE OF
CLOTAIRE | AND MOTHER OF CHILPERIC I. THE AREGONDE RING AND RELATED EXAVPLES ARE CHARACTERISED BY
LARGE SHOULDER GLOBULES AND BEZELS EDGED WITH INDIMDUALLY APPLIED GRANULES RATHER THAN BEADED
WIRE. ANOTHER RING OF THIS SERIES, FOUND AT CHELLES NEAR PARIS (MUSEE ARCHEOLOGIQUE NATIONAL) AND
BEARING AN EARLY IMAGE OF CHRIST, SHARES WITH THE PRESENT PIECE AROUNDED RIBBON-SHAPED BAND THAT
JOINS THE BEZEL WITH TRAPEZOIDAL TERMINALS. UNLIKE THOSE WITH SOLID ENGRAVED BEZELS, THIS RING FEATURES
ARUB-OVER SETTING ENCLOSING ALATE ROMAN CARNELIAN INTAGLIO SHOWMNG AN EAGLE CARRYING AWREATH. THE
GEM LIKELY ONCE MOUNTED IN AROMAN LEGIONARY'S RING, EXEMPLIFIES THE REUSE OF ROMAN ‘SPOLIA TYPICAL OF
MEROVINGIAN ART. RINGS INCORPORATING RE-USED ROMAN STONES ARE NUMEROUS, NOTABLY THE CELEBRATED
EXAVPLE FROM THE EARLY ANGLO-SAXON SNAPE SHIP BURIAL IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM
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