Finch & C°

AN EARLY AND RARE BYZANTINE ANGER-RING WITH HIGH CALYX-SHAPED BEZEL SET WITH FLAT-TOPPED CONICAL GARNET

AN EARLY AND RARE BYZANTINE FINGER-RING WITH HIGH CALYX-SHAPED BEZEL SET WITH FLAT-TOPPED CONICAL
GARNET

GOLD, GARNET

CONSTANTINOPLE

LATE 5TH CENTURY

SIZE: 64 (EU) V1/2 (UK) 10 1/2 (US)

WEIGHT: 12.8 GRAVIS
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LITERATURE

THIS IMPOSING GOLD RING EPITOMSES THE OPULENCE AND AUTHORITY OF THE EARLY BYZANTINE COURT. RINGS
CHARACTERISED BY THEIR TALL, RIBBED, CALYX-SHAPED BEZELS, OCCASIONALLY ADORNED WITH GARNETS OR
REPURPOSED ROMAN GEMS, ORIGINATED FROM THE IMPERIAL WORKSHOPS OF CONSTANTINOPLE. SECURABLE DATED
EXAVPLES FROMLATE 5TH-CENTURY CONTEXTS ATTEST TO THEIR PRESENCE. THE MOST WELL-DOCUMENTED
INSTANCES ARE TWO RINGS DISCOVERED IN THE 1957 REGGIO EMILIAHOARD, WHICH CONTAINED BYZANTINE AND
GERMANIC ARTEFACTS LIKELY BELONGING TO AGOTHIC LEADER UNDER EMPEROR ZENO (474 - 491). COINCIDENTALLY
FOUND WITH AGOLD CRUCIFORMFIBULA SIMLAR TO THAT FOUND IN KING CHILDERIC’'S GRAVE AT TOURNA, THESE
RINGS SYMBOLISE IMPERIAL GIFTS BESTOWED UPON ESTEEMED ALLIES. ACOMPARABLE EXAMPLE WAS UNEARTHED IN A
LATE 5TH CENTURY HOARD AT ISTRIA ROMANIA, POTENTIALLY DEPOSITED BY GOTHS. ADDITIONAL INSTANCES ARE
HOUSED IN THE MUSEE DE CLUNY, THE MUSEE D’ARCHEOLOGIE NATIONALE, AND THE FORMER EDOUARD GUILHOU
COLLECTION. THE REGGIO EMLIARINGS SHARE WITH THE PRESENT PIECE THEIR OCTAGONAL BANDS, WHILE THE ISTRIA
RING'S FLAT-TOPPED CONICAL GARNET CLOSELY RESEMBLES THAT OF THE PRESENT EXAMPLE. GARNETS OF THIS TYPE,
OCCASIONALLY ENGRAVED, ADORN OTHER ELITE CONSTANTINOPOLITAN RINGS, INCLUDING ONE DEPICTING EMPEROR
THEODOSIUS 11 (401 - 450). THESE HIGH-BEZEL BYZANTINE RINGS MAINTAINED A STRONG ASSOCIATION OF IMPERIAL
SPLENDOUR AVONG EARLY MEDIEVAL GERMANIC ELITES, INSPIRING SUBSEQUENT IMTATIONS SUCH AS THE RING OF
QUEEN WISIGARD (510 - 538/40).
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