
AN IMPOSING AND POWERFUL CELTIC HEAD
AN IMPOSING AND POWERFUL CELTIC HEAD 

WITH A MOUSTACHE AND ‘GOATY’ TYPE OF BEARD BENEATH A SLIGHTLY PROTRUDING LOWER LIP, WITH A STRONG NOSE
AND PIERCED ‘BULBOUS’ EYES, THE HAIR PARTED IN THE CENTRE 

LIMESTONE 

FRANCE 

1ST TO 2ND CENTURY AD 

SIZE: 25CM HIGH, 16.5CM WIDE, 17CM DEEP - 9¾ INS HIGH, 6½ INS WIDE, 6¾ INS DEEP 
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LITERATURE

THE CELTS HELD THE HEAD IN HIGH REGARD AS A SYMBOL OF DIVINITY AND THE OTHERWORLD’S INFLUENCE. THEY
REGARDED IT AS THE MOST CRUCIAL COMPONENT OF THE HUMAN BODY, THE VERY SEAT OF THE SOUL. ALTHOUGH THIS

REVERENCE HAD ROOTS IN EUROPE AND BRITAIN PREDATING THE CELTS, THEY DEVELOPED IT INTO AN INTRICATE
CULT, MAKING IT A DISTINCTIVE ASPECT OF THEIR RELIGIOUS EXPRESSION.

     SKULLS DISCOVERED IN CELTIC IRON AGE HILL-FORTS INDICATE THAT HUMAN HEADS WERE HUNTED AND SERVED AS
TROPHIES, DEMONSTRATING THE OWNER’S MILITARY PROWESS. THESE TROPHIES ALSO SERVED AS PROTECTIVE

MEASURES, WARDING OFF MALEVOLENT SPIRITS AND ENSURING POSITIVE OUTCOMES AND GOOD FORTUNE.
CONSEQUENTLY, THE SYMBOL OF THE SEVERED HUMAN HEAD BECAME AS REPRESENTATIVE OF CELTIC RELIGION AS

THE CROSS IS IN CHRISTIAN CONTEXTS.

     THE CURRENT HEAD, WITH ITS STRIKING AND ROBUST FEATURES, COULD SIGNIFY A CHIEFLY FIGURE, WARRIOR, OR
REVERED ANCESTOR. 
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