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LITERATURE

A DISTINGUISHED GRAND TOUR SWIVEL RING CRAFTED IN GOLD, METICULOUSLY SET WITH A FINELY ENGRAVED 18TH
CENTURY HELIOTROPE (BLOODSTONE) INTAGLIO. THE INTAGLIO DEPICTING HECTOR, ANDROMACHE, AND THEIR SON
ASTYANAX, FIGURES CENTRAL TO THE TRAGIC EVENTS OF THE TROJAN WAR. THE GEM SHOWCASES THE HELMETED
HECTOR IN PROFILE, ACCOMPANIED BY SMALLER BUSTS OF HIS WIFE AND CHILD, RENDERED WITH EXCEPTIONAL

CLARITY AND SENSITIVITY. THE COMPOSITION REFLECTS THE 18TH CENTURY NEOCLASSICAL ADMIRATION FOR HOMERIC



THEMES, TRANSLATING ANCIENT VIRTUE AND PATHOS INTO MINIATURE FORM. THE MOUNT IS EQUIPPED WITH A
SWIVELLING MECHANISM, ENABLING THE GEM TO ROTATE WITHIN ITS GOLD FRAME, A CHARACTERISTIC FEATURE OF

GRAND TOUR JEWELLERY. THE RING BEARS THE 18TH CENTURY VATICAN CITY HALLMARK OF CROSSED KEYS,
INDICATING MANUFACTURE UNDER PAPAL JURISDICTION. IT IS LIKELY THAT THIS RING WAS CRAFTED BY A ROMAN

GOLDSMITH CATERING TO ARISTOCRATIC TRAVELLERS AND ANTIQUARIAN COLLECTORS.  

     A CLOSELY COMPARABLE INTAGLIO IS DESCRIBED IN ‘DESCRIPTION DES PRINCIPALES PIERRES GRAVÉES DU
CABINET DE S.A.S. MONSEIGNEUR LE DUC D’ORLÉANS, PREMIER PRINCE DU SANG’ (PARIS, 1787, TOME II, P. 13),

CONFIRMING THE ENDURING FASCINATION WITH THIS SUBJECT AMONG CONNOISSEURS OF ENGRAVED GEMS. THE
PRESENT EXAMPLE HARMONIOUSLY COMBINES TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE WITH LITERARY RESONANCE, EPITOMISING

THE REFINED ELEGANCE OF GRAND TOUR TASTE.
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