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A SUPERB PIPE-CASE ‘MUSOZUTSU
ASUPERB PIPE-CASE ‘MUSOZUTSU’

CARVED FROMA SINGLE WALRUS TUSK, WITH JO STANDING AT THE BASE OF ALARGE PINE TREE, ABRANCH OF WHICH
FORMS THE CORD ATTACHMENT

THE TREES TRUNK IS SUGGESTED BY THE ‘CRYSTALLINE' CORE OF THE TUSK, AND THE UBA'S PRESENCE IS INDICATED
BY THE BRUSH OF HER BESOMAPPEARING FROMBEHIND THE TREE, WHILE OVERHEAD FLIES AGOLD APPLIED CRANE
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WIDELY KNOWN AS ‘KISERU ZUTSU’ PIPE CASES, THESE EXQUISITE EXAMPLES OF JAPANESE DECORATIVE ART
HARMONIOUSLY BLEND AESTHETIC APPEAL WITH ADISTINCT PURPOSE. CRAFTED FROMDIVERSE MATERIALS SUCH AS
PAPIER-MACHE, WOOD, IVORY, BONE, AND STAGS’ ANTLER, SINGLE-SECTION PIPE CASES ARE DESIGNATED AS ‘SENRYU-
ZUTSU'. THE ORIGINS OF TOBACCO SMOKING IN JAPAN CAN BE TRACED BACK TO THE LATTER HALF OF THE 16TH OR THE
COMVENCEMENT OF THE 17TH CENTURY, INTRODUCED BY THE PORTUGUESE AND SUBSEQUENTLY REINTRODUCED
FROMKOREABY SOLDIERS OF THE HIDEYOSHI CAVPAIGN. DESPITE GOVERNMENTAL ATTEMPTS TO SUPPRESS THIS
HABIT, IT SWIFTLY GAINED POPULARITY AVONG BOTH MEN AND WOIVEN.

INITIALLY, THE PIPE ‘KISERU” WAS OF SUBSTANTIAL SIZE AND WAS OCCASIONALLY CARRIED OVER THE SHOULDER,
EVEN SERVING AS AWEAPON IN ALTERCATIONS. HOWEVER, IT GRADUALLY DIMNISHED IN PROPORTIONS, WITH ABOWL



CAPABLE OF HOLDING ONLY AMINUSCULE AMOUNT OF TOBACCO, APPROXIMATELY THE SIZE OF APEA CONSEQUENTLY,
THESE DIMNUTIVE PIPES HAVE OFTEN BEEN ERRONEOUSLY MISTAKEN BY UNINFORMED WESTERNERS FOR OPIUM
PIPES. SMOKERS WOULD INHALE AFEW WHIFFS AND SUBSEQUENTLY EMPTY THEIR PIPE TO REFILL, WITH TWO OR
THREE REFILLS CONSIDERED SUFFICIENT.

LADIES EMPLOYED LONGER PIPES, RANGING FROM 18 TO 24 INCHES IN LENGTH, WHILE MEN’'S PIPES WERE TYPICALLY
LIMTED TO 6 TO 8 INCHES. THESE PIPES WERE OFTEN INTRICATELY ENGRAVED OR INLAID AND WERE SUBSEQUENTLY
SECURED WITHIN PIPE SHEATHS. THESE SHEATHS COULD BE CONVENIENTLY INSERTED BENEATH THE GIRDLE OR
SUSPENDED FROMTHEM USING A CORD AND NETSUKE.

THE ARTIST HAS INGENIOUSLY EMPLOYED THE VERTICAL ‘CRYSTAL’ GRAIN OF THE TUSK TO REPLICATE THE TEXTURE OF
THE TREE BARK.
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