Finch & C°

A DAN MASK
CIRCAcirca 1900

CIRCA1900
19TH/ EARLY 20TH CENTURY
COTE D'IVOIRE
WOOD WOOD AND METAL
22 X15CM(8°/, X5/, INCHES)

ADAN MASK

WOOD,

OLD ‘METAL’ STAPLE REPAIR

WEST AFRICA- COTE D'IVOIRE

19TH/EARLY 20TH CENTURY - CIRCA 1900

SIZE: 22CMHIGH, 13CMWIDE - 8% INS HIGH, 5%2 INS WIDE



PROVENANCE:

EXJOHN HEWITT, LONDON

PRIVATE COLLECTION, HAVIPSTEAD, LONDON

EXPRIVATE UK COLLECTION

LITERATURE

DAN MASKS EXHIBIT ADIVERSE RANGE OF DESIGNS, SPANNING FROMNATURALISTIC TOHIGHLY STYLISED. THE DAN
EMPLOYED ABEWLDERING VARIETY OF MASKS FOR VARIOUS PURPOSES. THESE MASKS COULD UNDERGO
TRANSFORMATIONS DURING THEIR LIFESPAN, ADAPTING TO DIFFERENT FORMS OF MASQUERADE OR DANCE RITUALS.
THE MEN WHO DONNED THESE MASKS AND PERFORMED WITHIN THEMWERE BELIEVED TO HAVE RECEIVED VISIONS
FROMTHE MASK SPIRITS. WHILE MASKS COULD BE PASSED DOWN THROUGH GENERATIONS THROUGH INHERITANCE,
THE MASQUERADE ITSELF WAS DEPENDENT ON THE DREAM, WHICH SERVED AS AN ACKNOWLEDGVENT FROMTHE
MASK. CONSEQUENTLY, AMASK COULD REMAIN DORMANT FOR A GENERATION UNTIL ANEW DANCER WAS VISITED BY A
DREAM THE RE-EMERGENCE OF THE MASK MGHT BE ACCOMPANIED BY ADISTINCT MASQUERADE, INCORPORATING THE
COSTUME, MOVEMENTS, AND MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT DICTATED BY THE DREAM
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