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A RARE CARVED AND METAL MOUNTED CASKET WITH REMNANTS OF ‘PASTIGLIA’

ARARE CARVED AND METAL MOUNTED CASKET WITH REMNANTS OF ‘PASTIGLIA' DECORATION RETAINING THE ORIGINAL
LOCK PLATE

WOOD, IRON, POLYCHROME

CATALONIA, SPAIN

14TH CENTURY

SIZE: 17CMHIGH, 44CMWIDE, 14CMDEEP - 6% INS HIGH, 17" INS WIDE, 5%2 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

DURING THE RENAISSANCE IN ITALY, THE MNOR ARTS ENCOMPASSED THE INTRICATE ORNAVENTATION OF SMALL
WOODEN BOXES WITH RELIEFS CAST IN A‘PLASTIC’ MATERIAL. THIS MATERIAL WAS APPLIED WHILE YIELDING AND
HARDENED TO THE FIRMNESS OF ASOFT STONE. THESE BOXES WERE COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS ‘JEWEL-CASKETS,
ALTHOUGH THEY WERE ALSO UTILISED FOR VARIOUS PURPOSES, INCLUDING THE STORAGE OF DOCUMENTS AND
VALUABLES THAT NECESSITATED SECURE PROTECTION.



IN THE FOURTEENTH AND FIFTEENTH CENTURIES, THE ‘PASTIGLIA COVERED THE ENTIRETY OR NEARLY THE ENTIRE
OUTER SURFACE OF THE WOODEN FOUNDATION. IT WAS TYPICALLY MODELLED SMOOTHLY IN GENTLE GRADATIONS OF
RELIEF AND PAINTED WITH COLOURS THAT ENHANCED THE FORMS OF THE PROMNENT FIGURES AND PROVIDED
INTRICATE DETALS OF THE DECORATION.
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