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LITERATURE

THE GOLD RING, WITH ITS HIGH, RIBBED, CALYX-LIKE BEZEL CLASPING A TUMBLED GARNET, BELONGS TO THE ‘TEMPLE
RING’ TRADITION OF THE CHAMPA PEOPLES, IN PRESENT-DAY SOUTHERN VIETNAM. ENRICHED BY MARITIME TRADE
LINKING INDIA, CHINA, AND THE INDONESIAN ARCHIPELAGO, CHAM ELITES CULTIVATED A COURT STYLE THAT FUSED

INDIC ICONOGRAPHY AND KHMER ARCHITECTURAL FORMS WITH LOCAL TASTE. THE PRESENT RING’S STEPPED, LOBED
COLLET PUNCTUATED BY PELLET ORNAMENT AND TIGHT VOLUTE SHOULDERS TYPIFIES THAT SYNTHESIS. ITS

ROUNDED, WEIGHTY BAND RISES TO SUPPORT THE BEZEL LIKE A MINIATURE TOWER OR LOTUS, EVOKING SANCTUARY
ARCHITECTURE AND FLORAL ABUNDANCE.   

     CLOSE PARALLELS INCLUDE TWO RINGS SOLD AT SOTHEBY’S: A GOLD-ALLOY AND CABOCHON RED GEM REPOUSSÉ
RING (LOT 222, A SCHOLARLY JOURNEY: THE TUYET NGUYET AND STEPHEN MARKBREITER COLLECTION, 26 OCTOBER
2021) AND A SOLID-GOLD AND MACLE STONE RING WITH FLORAL BEZEL (LOT 506, MAGNIFICENT LUSTRE: SOUTHEAST

ASIAN GOLD JEWELLERY AND ORNAMENTS FROM AN ASIAN PRIVATE COLLECTION, 10 OCTOBER 2022). 

HAMMERED AND CAST ELEMENTS CONVERGE IN A CHASED FINISH, AND THE TUMBLED GARNET REFLECTS INDIAN ‘GEM
TRAFFIC’ CIRCULATING THROUGH CHAM PORTS AND GOLDSMITHS’ WORKSHOPS. SUCH RINGS LIKELY SERVED AS
EMBLEMS OF RANK OR PIOUS DONATION, THEIR RED STONES SYMBOLISING AUSPICIOUS POWER AND PROSPERITY

WITHIN THE MARITIME WORLD OF MEDIEVAL CHAMPA.
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