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LITERATURE

THE GEMSTONE DEPICTS THE EMPRESS IN PROFILE, HER DISTINCTIVE HAIRSTYLE OF DEEPLY RIDGED WAVES
ELEGANTLY STYLED INTO A CHIGNON. THE PORTRAIT’S SERENE YET AUTHORITATIVE EXPRESSION EMBODIES THE

EQUILIBRIUM BETWEEN INTELLECT AND POWER FOR WHICH JULIA DOMNA WAS RENOWNED. THE INTAGLIO IS ENCASED
IN AN ORNATE OVAL GOLD MOUNT, ITS EDGE GRANULATED, AND FLANKED BY CLUSTERS OF GLOBULES AT THE

SHOULDERS SECURED BY A FOUR-PLY TWISTED GOLD WIRE HOOP. THIS REFINED CONSTRUCTION EXEMPLIFIES THE
CRAFTSMANSHIP CHARACTERISTIC OF HIGH-RANKING ROMAN JEWELLERY FROM THE SEVERAN PERIOD. FOR

COMPARISON, A COMPARABLE INTAGLIO OF JULIA DOMNA IS HOUSED IN THE COLLECTION OF THE WALTERS ART
MUSEUM (ACC. NO. 42.1218). 

     JULIA DOMNA (160 - 217 AD), THE WIFE OF EMPEROR SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS AND THE MOTHER OF CARACALLA AND GETA,
HELD EXTRAORDINARY POLITICAL INFLUENCE. REVERED FOR HER INTELLECTUAL PROWESS AND DIPLOMATIC SKILLS,
SHE BECAME THE EMBODIMENT OF IMPERIAL VIRTUE. RINGS FEATURING HER IMAGE SERVED NOT ONLY AS PERSONAL
ADORNMENTS BUT ALSO AS POTENT SYMBOLS OF DYNASTIC LOYALTY AND FEMININE AUTHORITY WITHIN THE EMPIRE’S

RULING ELITE.
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