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AHRNELY CAST CORPUS FROM AN ALTAR OR PROCESSIONAL CROSS
AFINELY CAST CORPUS FROMAN ALTAR OR PROCESSIONAL CROSS

THE CROVWNED HEAD SLIGHTLY DOWNCAST WITH LONG FLOWMING HAIR TO CHRIST'S BACK AND OVER HIS SHOULDERS

PIERCED FOR ATTACHING AND HOLLOW TO THE BACK

BRONZE

EASTERN FRANCE

12TH CENTURY

SIZE: 19CMHIGH, 15CMWIDE - 772 INS HIGH, 6 INS WIDE

AFINELY CAST CORPUS FROMAN ALTAR OR PROCESSIONAL CROSS

THE CROWNED HEAD SLIGHTLY DOWNCAST WITH LONG FLOWING HAIR TO CHRIST'S BACK AND OVER HIS SHOULDERS



PIERCED FOR ATTACHING AND HOLLOW TO THE BACK
BRONZE
EASTERN FRANCE

12TH CENTURY

SIZE: 19CMHIGH, 15CMWDE - 772 INS HIGH, 6 INS IDE

LITERATURE
THE ROMANESQUE COPPER-ALLOY CORPUS OF THE CRUCIFIED CHRIST, LIKELY ORIGINATING FROMEASTERN FRANCE
DURING THE SECOND HALF OF THE 12TH CENTURY, IS DEPICTED BEING FROMEITHER AN ALTAR OR PROCESSIONAL
CRGSS. THIS HIGHLY STYLISED CORPUS BELONGS TO ARECOGNISABLE GROUP DOCUMENTED BY PETER BLOCH IN HIS
COMPREHENSIVE STUDY, ROMANISCHE BRONZEKRUZIFIXE, AS ‘VD’. BLOCH IDENTIFIES THE TYPE IN EASTERN FRANCE,
PRIMARILY BASED ON AN EXAVPLE PRESERVED AT THE BESANGON MUSEE DES BEAUX-ARTS ET D’ARCHEOLOGIE (VD 7).
ASECOND, RELATED CORPUS IS HOUSED IN THE COLLECTION OF THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS (VD 8). BOTH
CORPORAARE SUPPORTED BY AWEDGE-SHAPED SUPPEDANEUMWITH LEGS PARALLEL AND KNEES SLIGHTLY BENT.

THE PERIZONIUM INITIALLY APPEARING AS ACHAOTIC PATTERN, IS METICULOUSLY ORGANISED IN THE HIGHLY
GRAPHIC YET ULTIMATELY LOGICAL AND NATURALISTIC MANNER CHARACTERISTIC OF NORTHERN ROMANESQUE
FIGURATIVE ART. THE LOINCLOTH IS SYMVETRICALLY DRAPED OVER AWIDE CINCGULUM WITH THE EXCESS FABRIC
ELEGANTLY STRUCTURED IN THE FORM OF TRAPEZOIDAL LAPPETS AT THE HIPS AND ACENTRAL HALF-ROUND PENDANT
FOLD. TWO SUBSTANTIAL, TUBULAR PLEATS DESCEND FROMTHE WAIST TO THE KNEES, EACH TERMINATING IN A
HOLLOW, TAU-SHAPED OPENING. THE FLAT SURFACES OF THE PERIZONIUMARE METICULOUSLY WORKED WITH
CHISELLED LINES TO CREATE NESTED, V-SHAPED PLEATS.

THE TORSO IS EMACIATED, SUGGESTING A STATE OF DECAY, CHARACTERISED BY PROMINENT RIBS, ADISTENDED
ABDOIVEN, AND SKIN TIGHTLY STRETCHED OVER THE STERNUM THE HEAD IS POSITIONED TO THE RIGHT, WITH THE
EYES CLOSED, INDICATING CHRIST AT OR NEAR DEATH. THE CENTRALLY PARTED HAIR IS INTRICATELY CORDED AND

LIES LOOSELY IN TWIN STRANDS ON THE SHOULDERS, WHILE THE BEARD IS PLAITED IN THE CUSTOMARY ROMANESQUE
STYLE. AKING'S CROVWN REFLECTS THE FUSION OF THE TRIUMPHANT AND DECEASED CHRIST ARCHETYPES PREVALENT
DURING THE SECOND HALF OF THE 12TH CENTURY.
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