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LITERATURE

THE BRILLIANCE OF CELTIC ART RESIDED IN THE HARMONIOUS FUSION OF VARIOUS DISPARATE STYLES INTO A
SINGULARLY UNIQUE AND DISTINCTIVE EXPRESSION. IN BOTH CELTIC AND SUBSEQUENT CLASSICAL RELIGIOUS
CONTEXTS, THE SUN GOD, KNOWN AS ‘SOL INMICTUS' (‘THE UNCONQUERED SUN’) OR ‘APOLLO’ AS THE ROMANC-
BRITISH REVERED HIM, POSSESSED ORACULAR AND HEALING ATTRIBUTES. THE HUMAN HEAD WAS REGARDED BY THE
CELTS AS ASYMBOLIC REPRESENTATION OF DIMNITY AND OTHERWORLDLY POWERS. THE RECURRING THEME OF THE
HEAD THROUGHOUT CELTIC RELIGIOUS TRADITION IS NOT ADISTINCT CULT BUT AN INTEGRAL COMPONENT OF ALL
OTHER CELTIC CULTS.

THE CELTS PERCEIVED THE PRESENCE OF SUPERNATURAL POWER AS AN INTEGRAL ASPECT OF THEIR WORLD. THE
SUN, THE SKY, AND THE SUBTERRANEAN REALMS ALL HARBOURED THEIR OWN SPIRITS. EVERY MOUNTAIN, RIVER,



SPRING, MARSH, BOG, TREE, AND ROCKY OUTCROP WAS IMBUED W TH DIVINE ESSENCE. ACOMPARABLE RELIEF
DEPICTING THIS DEITY WAS DISCOVERED IN ARMAGH, NORTHERN IRELAND, AND DEPICTS THE GOD WITH DISTINCTLY
RADIATING HAIR. THIS RELIEF WAS RECOVERED FROM THE SITE OF THE PROTESTANT CATHEDRAL DURING ITS
RESTORATION AND RECONSTRUCTION IN 1840. THE HAIR FORMS STIFF STRANDS THAT RADIATE AROUND THE HEAD.
ANOTHER STONE RELIEF FROMWHITLEY CASTLE IN NORTHUNMBERLAND IS KNOWN AS ‘APOLLO'’. IT IS CARVED AS A
RUDIMENTARY RADIATE FIGURE AND LIKELY PERTAINS TO ANATIVE CELTIC DEITY NAVED ‘MAPONUS' RATHER THAN THE
CLASSICAL ROMAN DEITY, APOLLO, WITH WHOMHE SHARED THE DOMAINS OF MUSIC AND POETRY.
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