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LITERATURE

‘CERNUNNOS’ WAS A HORNED GOD AND ONE OF THE MOST ANCIENT CELTIC DEITIES. HE PREDATES ROMAN INFLUENCE
IN WESTERN EUROPE WITH IMAGES OCCURRING FROM AS EARLY AS THE 4TH CENTURY B.C. KNOWN AS THE ‘LORD OF

THE ANIMALS’ ESSENTIALLY HE WAS A GOD SYMBOLISING FERTILITY AND FECUNDITY IN NATURE. AS THE PATRON GOD OF
HUNTERS HIS HORNED HEAD WAS AN APPROPRIATE SYMBOL FOR A PEOPLE WHO DECAPITATED THEIR ENEMIES AND

REVERED THE HEAD, A PEOPLE GIVEN TO FIGHTING, CATTLE LIFTING AND HUNTING. THE HORNED GOD WAS THEIR
LEADER IN WAR, SYMBOLIC OF VIRILITY, LAWGIVER IN TIMES OF PEACE, PROTECTOR IN TIMES OF DANGER. HE WAS AN ALL
PURPOSE TRIBAL GOD AND HIS DEEP ROOTED NATURE AND ASSOCIATION WITH FERTILITY MADE HIM UNACCEPTABLE TO

EMERGING CHRISTIANITY WHO DESTROYED ANY MATERNALISTIC TRACES OF HIS CULT WHENEVER THEY COULD. THE
ROMANS, HOWEVER, TOOK GREAT CARE NOT TO ANTAGONISE THE ‘GOD OF PLACE’, THE NAMED WARRIOR OF THE
CELTS, AND EQUATED HIM WITH A MEMBER OF THE MORE FAMILIAR CLASSICAL PANTHEON SUCH AS PAN, OR AS AN

ARMED WARRIOR EQUIVALENT TO MARS.

     IN DR. ANNE ROSS’S 1967 BOOK, “PAGAN CELTIC BRITAIN,” SHE DEDICATES A CHAPTER TO “THE HORNED GOD IN
BRITAIN,” EXPLORING THE CULT OF THE HUMAN HEAD, WHICH SHE ARGUES IS THE MOST WIDESPREAD, TYPICAL, AND

ENDURING CELTIC CULT. CERNUNNOS WAS EXTENSIVELY DEPICTED IN CELTIC ART ACROSS A VAST REGION,
ENCOMPASSING NORTHERN ITALY, ROMANIA, FRANCE, AND DENMARK, AS WELL AS GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

     CELTIC CULT IMAGES OF CERNUNNOS FROM THE PRE-ROMAN IRON AGE ARE SCARCE, SUCH AS THE ONE FOUND ON
THE 1ST-CENTURY BC “GUNDESTRUP CAULDRON.” IN CONTRAST, DURING THE ROMAN PERIOD, OVER FIFTY

REPRESENTATIONS OF THIS GOD ARE RECORDED, PRIMARILY CONCENTRATED IN NORTHEASTERN GAUL. ONE NOTABLE
EXAMPLE IS THE “RELIEF OF CERNUNNOS” FROM RHEIMS, FRANCE, DATING BACK TO THE 1ST TO 2ND CENTURIES AD.
THIS RELIEF DEPICTS CERNUNNOS SEATED CROSS-LEGGED ON A DAIS, WEARING A TORC AROUND HIS NECK. HE IS

POURING MONEY OR CORN FROM A BAG INTO A BOWL TO FEED A SMALL BULL AND A STAG AT HIS FEET. THESE FIGURES
ARE FLANKED BY THE CLASSICAL GODS APOLLO AND MERCURY.

THE ROMAN ERA WITNESSED A SIGNIFICANT INFLUX OF CELTIC RELIGIOUS IMAGERY, INFLUENCED BY ROMAN FORMS OF
EXPRESSION. THIS FUSION OF ROMAN AND CELTIC ARTISTIC STYLES ALLOWED FOR A CLEARER DEFINITION OF CELTIC

PERCEPTIONS OF THE SUPERNATURAL.
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