
A NIAS STANDING FIGURE OF A MALE FIGURE
A NIAS STANDING FIGURE OF A MALE FIGURE WITH A STYLISED PALM CREST AND A SCROLL BACK KNOT, RIBBED

NECKLACE, CROSSED ARMS AND ERECT PENIS

RAISED UPON ITS ORIGINAL BASE TITLED: IN TYPICAL 'YELLOW' PAINT 'SUMATRA'

WOOD

INDONESIA, NIAS PEOPLES

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 62.5CM HIGH - 24½ INS HIGH / 71.5CM HIGH - 28¼ INS HIGH (WITH BASE) 
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PROVENANCE:

WILLIAM DOWNING WEBSTER (1868 - 1913)

LIEUT. GENERAL AUGUSTUS HENRY LANE FOX PITT RIVERS (1827 - 1900)

CF:

THE PITT RIVERS ARCHIVES RECORD THIS FIGURE IN VOLUME 4, PL. 1343, AS ‘BOUGHT OF WEBSTER’ ON OCTOBER 20TH
1896. THE ENTRY LISTS ‘TWO WOODEN CARVED SUMATRA IDOLS, MALE AND FEMALE’ AND WITH WATERCOLOUR

DRAWINGS OF BOTH SHOWING TWO VIEWS. THEY WERE EXHIBITED AT THE FARNHAM MUSEUM, ROOM, 9, CASE NO. 104.

NIAS, THE LARGEST OF 131 SMALLER ISLANDS SITUATED OFF THE WESTERN COAST OF SUMATRA, INDONESIA, BEARS A
TITLE THAT HAS BEEN ERRONEOUSLY ATTRIBUTED TO ITS WOODEN BASE. THIS MISATTRIBUTED TITLE IS INSCRIBED IN

THE DISTINCTIVE SCRIPT COMMONLY ASSOCIATED WITH PITT RIVERS. 
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