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LITERATURE

SATYRS WERE THE FOLLOWERS AND SERVANTS OF THE GOD BACCHUS, THE GREEK GOD DIONYSOS. THEY ARE THE
SPIRITS OF THE WILD MOUNTAINS AND VALLEYS, AND ARE PORTRAYED IN ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY AS BESTIAL IN THEIR

DESIRES AND BEHAVIOUR. CONSEQUENTLY THEY WERE GIVEN THE BODIES OF HORSES OR GOATS WITH HUMAN HEADS
HAVING HORSE-LIKE EARS OR HORNS. DIONYSOS WAS A POPULAR DEITY, AND LIKE BACCHUS, WAS THE POTENT GOD OF

WINE, VEGETATION AND ECSTASY. HIS EARLY WILDNESS AND HIS WORSHIP AS THE GREAT REMOVER OF INHIBITIONS
WAS GRADUALLY TAMED BY THE DEVELOPMENT OF SEASONABLE FESTIVALS, PROCESSIONS AND SACRED DRAMA. AS

THE GOD OF FERTILE NATURE HE IS DEPICTED ON WINE CUPS HOLDING A VINE BRANCH WHILE A HORSE TAILED SATYR
PIPES TO HIM ON A DOUBLE FLUTE.
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