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THE LID DEPICTING A LARGE CARP BREAKING THROUGH THE WATER SURFACE

LACQUER, GOLD, MOTHER-OF-PEARL, SILVER 

JAPAN

MEIJI PERIOD / LATE 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 4.5CM HIGH, 11.5CM WIDE, 9.5CM DEEP - 1¾ INS HIGH, 4½ INS WIDE, 3¾ INS DEEP 
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LITERATURE

KOI ‘NISHIKIGOI’ IS AN INFORMAL NAME FOR THE COLOURED VARIANTS OF CARP KEPT FOR THEIR ORNAMENTAL
ENJOYMENT AND APPRECIATION. THERE ARE MANY VARIETIES OF ORNAMENTAL KOI, ORIGINATING FROM THE BREEDING
THAT BEGAN IN NIIGATA, JAPAN IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY. THE SILVER PLAQUE DEPICTING THE KOI BREAKING THE

WATER, FOR THE OWNER OF THE BOX TO BE REMINDED OF ATE SERENITY OF THIS MAJESTIC FISH. SIGNED TO THE
LOWER RIGHT HAND SIDE.
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