Finch & C°

AN UNUSUAL AND SMALL CELTIC STONE HEAD
AN UNUSUAL AND SMALL CELTIC STONE HEAD

WITH ‘ALMOND’ SHAPED EYES, ASNUB NOSE, AND ‘PROMINENT MOUSTACHE

WORN SMOOTH FROM CENTURIES OF DEVOTION OR IMVERSION IN ARIVER BED (?)

STONE / PEBBLE

BRITISH

2ND CENTURYBC - 1ST CENTURY AD

SIZE: 7CMHIGH, 4CMWIDE, 4. 5CMDEEP - 2% INS HIGH, 172 INS WIDE, 1% INS DEEP

AN UNUSUAL AND SMALL CELTIC STONE HEAD

WITH ‘ALMOND’ SHAPED EYES, ASNUB NOSE, AND ‘PROMINENT MOUSTACHE

WORN SMOOTH FROM CENTURIES OF DEVOTION OR IMVERSION IN ARIVER BED (?)

STONE / PEBBLE



BRITISH

2ND CENTURYBC - 1ST CENTURY AD

SIZE: 7CMHIGH, 4CMWIDE, 4.5CMDEEP - 2% INS HIGH, 12 INS WIDE, 1% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE AUSTERE AND ABSTRACT AESTHETIC PORTRAYED BY THESE ANCIENT CELTIC HEADS IS BOTH POWERFUL AND
DISCONCERTING. THE MINIMAL CARVING AND THE REDUCTION OF THE HEADS FEATURES TO ESSENTIALLY GEOMETRIC
FORMS SHOWN IN THE EXPRESSIONLESS LENTOID EYES GIVE THE HEAD ASENSE AND FEELING OF ‘MODERNISM.

THE HEAD MAY WELL REPRESENT ALOCAL DEITY AND WAS PROBABLY INTENDED FOR RITUALISTIC PURPOSES AS
PART OF THE CELTIC CULT OF THE HEAD. THE VENERATION OF THE HUMAN HEAD WAS ROOTED IN THE CELTIC
RELIGIOUS SYSTEM WHICH REGARDED THE HEAD BOTH AS THE SEAT OF SOUL AND AS CAPABLE OF INDEPENDENT
BEING. ITS INHERENT POWERS COULD PROTECT AGAINST EVIL AND WERE ASOURCE OF MAGICAL POWER AND
PROTECTION. THE CELTIC REVERENCE FOR THE HEAD LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF THE HEAD
AS THE LOCUS OF THE SOUL WHICH IS THE REASON WHY THE HEADS OF CHRISTIAN SAINTS WERE OFTEN PRESERVED
AS SACRED RELICS.

PROVENANCE
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