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LITERATURE

THESE LARGE HUMAN IMAGES ARE THE MOST IMPOSING OF ALL MARQUESAN WOOD SCULPTURES AND ALTHOUGH
THERE MUST HAVE BEEN MANY OF THEM IN THE POPULOUS ISLANDS, VERY FEW SIZEABLE WOODEN TIKI’S HAVE

SURVIVED. MOST OF THEM WERE SET  ON THE ‘ME’AE’, A COMMUNAL RITUAL SITE, EXPOSED TO THE ELEMENTS AND
OFTEN SURROUNDED BY MOUNTAINOUS JUNGLE. THE BEST PRESERVED TIKI ARE THE HOUSE POST FIGURES THAT
REMAINED FOR THE MOST PART UNDER COVER SUPPORTING THE FRONTS OF LARGE COMMUNAL MEETING HOUSES.
BOTH AT THE ‘ME’AE’ AND ON THE FRONT OF THESE STRUCTURES, THE TIKI REPRESENTED THE DEIFIED ANCESTORS



‘ETUA’ WHOSE SUPERNATURAL POWERS SUSTAINED AND PROTECTED THE COMMUNITY. THE ENLARGED HEAD IS
TYPICAL OF POLYNESIAN SCULPTURE, BUT THESE LARGE TIKI HAVE THE MOST PERSUASIVE EYES OF ALL POLYNESIA,

EVEN WHEN ERODED BY TIME AND WEATHER THEY CAN STILL CAST A SPELL THAT IS INESCAPABLE. 

 

 
PROVENANCE

BROUGHT FROM THE MARQUESAS ISLANDS WITH THREE OTHER POSTS TO TAHITI IN THE 1930’S TO FORM THE VERANDA
OF THE NOTORIOUS QUINN’S BAR IN PAPEETE. PURCHASED BY MR JOHN LETHAM UPON CLOSURE IN 1973 AND SHIPPED

BACK TO SCOTLAND ON THE DECK OF HIS YACHT

THENCE BY DESCENT

SOLD TOGETHER WITH A 1950’S POSTCODE SHOWING QUINN’S BAR WITH THE POST IN SITU 

EX: FINCH AND CO, CATALOGUE NUMBER 26, ITEMS NUMBER 59, SUMMER 2016

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION

CF: ROBERT AND LISA SAINSBURY COLLECTION UNIVERSITY OF EAST ANGLIA (UEA 192) A SMALLER TIKI POST FIGURE OF
SIMILAR DATE AND STYLE COLLECTED IN 1881-2 BY H W EYRES ‘DURING A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD’

ANOTHER WEATHER WORN EXAMPLE IN THE BERNICE PAUAHI BISHOP MUSEUM, HAWAI’I

 

 


