
A RARE MEROVINGIAN BRONZE FISH BROOCH WITH ORIGINAL GARNET AND GOLD
A RARE MEROVINGIAN BRONZE FISH BROOCH WITH ORIGINAL GARNET AND GOLD ‘APPLIQUÉ’ INLAY

BRONZE, GOLD, GARNET, COLOURED GLASS

FRANCE

6TH–8TH CENTURY AD

SIZE: 2CM HIGH, 6CM WIDE, 1CM DEEP - ¾ INS HIGH, 2¼ INS WIDE, ¼ INS DEEP
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LITERATURE
NOTE: ADOLPHE STOCLET WAS A WEALTHY BELGIAN ENGINEER, FINANCIER, AND NOTED COLLECTOR, WHO WAS

MARRIED TO THE DAUGHTER OF THE ART CRITIC, HISTORIAN, COLLECTOR, AND DEALER ARTHUR STEVENS (1825 - 1909)
AND NIECE OF THE PAINTER ALFRED STEVENS (1823 - 1906). THROUGH HER FATHER AND UNCLE, THE STOCLET’S WERE
CONNECTED WITH AVANT-GARDE ART CIRCLES IN PARIS. THEY LIVED IN ITALY AND ESPECIALLY IN VIENNA, WHERE THEY
MET JOSEF HOFFMANN (1870 - 1956), WHO DESIGNED STOCLET’S FAMOUS HOUSE IN BRUSSELS. GUSTAV KLIMT (1862 -

1916) PAINTED THE MURALS IN ITS DINING ROOM. THE PALAIS STOCLET WAS THE LAVISH SETTING FOR AN ECLECTIC ART
COLLECTION THAT APPEALED TO THE LATEST AVANT-GARDE TASTES. THIS INCLUDED EGYPTIAN AND CHINESE

SCULPTURE; LATE MEDIEVAL ITALIAN PAINTING; MEDIEVAL METALWORK, ENAMELS, AND RELICS; BYZANTINE ART; PRE-
COLUMBIAN ART;  JAPANESE, CAMBODIAN, AND TIBETAN ART.

THE MEROVINGIAN DYNASTY (5TH CENTURY TO 751 AD) GREW OUT OF THE ROMAN ARMY OF NORTHERN GAUL, WHO
UNITED THE FRANKS AND GALLO-ROMANS UNDER THEIR RULE. THEIR LANDMASS EXTENDED FROM GERMANY IN THE
EAST TO SPAIN AND FROM ITALY IN THE SOUTH TO FLANDERS IN THE NORTH. OF COURSE THE EMERGENCE OF THESE

COUNTRIES CAME LATER, DURING THE MIDDLE AGES, EMERGING FROM THE RUINS OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.

     FIBULAE, BROOCHES, BUCKLES AND REPOUSSÉ DECORATIONS FORMED AN IMPORTANT PART OF MEROVINGIAN
‘DRESS’, WITH THE MORE ELABORATE AND PRECIOUS MATERIALS WORN BY THOSE OF HIGH RANK. THE CRAFTSMEN
WERE SO HIGHLY REGARDED THAT THE GLASS MAKERS AND STONEMASONS WERE BROUGHT TO BRITAIN, WHERE

CERTAIN SKILLS HAD BEEN LOST SINCE THE FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, INCLUDING THAT OF GLASS-MAKING!

 
PROVENANCE
PROVENANCE:

EX ADOLPHE STOCLET (BELGIUM 1871 - 1949)

THENCE BY DESCENT TO A UK FAMILY MEMBER

 


