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AN EXCEPTIONAL ‘SMOKER'S’ SCRIMSHAW NARWHAL WAL KING CANE
CIRCAHallmark 1827/8. Maker’s mark | T probably for Joseph Taylor
AN EXCEPTIONAL ‘SMOKER'S' SCRIMSHAW NARWHAL WALKING CANE

ENGRAVED TO THE SILVER SNUFF BOX: ‘JOHN HOLLAND POTTER’ AND TO THE SILVER COLLAR: G. ICKERS, SHEFFIELD
NARWHAL, WALRUS, SILVER, TORTOISESHELL, BAVBOO, METAL
FINE COLOUR AND PATINA
HALLMARK 1827/8. MAKER'S MARK | T PROBABLY FOR JOSEPH TAYLOR
BRITAIN

EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 89.5CMLONG- 35% INS LONG

AN EXCEPTIONAL ‘SMOKER'S’ SCRIMSHAW NARWHAL WALKING CANE
ENGRAVED TO THE SILVER SNUFF BOX: ‘JOHN HOLLAND POTTER’ AND TO THE SILVER COLLAR: G. ICKERS, SHEFFIELD
NARWHAL, WALRUS, SILVER, TORTOISESHELL, BAVBOO, METAL
FINE COLOUR AND PATINA
HALLMARK 1827/8. MAKER'S MARK | T PROBABLY FOR JOSEPH TAYLOR
BRITAIN

EARLY 19TH CENTURY



SIZE: 89.5CMLONG - 3574 INS LONG

LITERATURE

THIS EXTRAORDINARY FULLY WORKED AND ‘FLUTED’ NARWHAL TUSK WALKING CANE HAS MULTIPLE USES, THOUGH,
FIRSTLY BEING AMOST ELEGANT GENTLEMAN'S WALKING CANE MADE FROM ONE OF THE MOST SOUGHT AFTER
MATERIALS IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 19TH CENTURY. THE OWNER WOULD KEEP HIS ‘SNUFF IN THE SILVER CONTAINER
HOUSED WITHIN THE WALRUS HANDLE; WHILST VISITING ATAVERN HE COULD THEN UNSCREW THE HANDLE TO REVEAL
ALONG BAVBOO STEM, WHICH HE COULD ATTACH TO A‘CLAY PIPE-HEAD BOWL TO SMOKE HIS TOBACCO, PURCHASED
DIRECTLY FROM THE LANDLORD. THESE PIPE BOWLS WERE OFTEN THEN DISPENSED WITH, AS THEY WERE PRODUCED
IN VAST QUANTITIES. ONE SHOULD ALSO TAKE NOTE OF THE ENGRAVED NAVE; IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED THAT MR JOHN
HOLLAND WAS IN FACT AFACTORY OWNER - ‘POTTER’ BEING HIS PROFESSION, RATHER THAN ADOUBLE-BARREL NAVE?

AT ARY HILL, NEAR WHITBY, THE FORMER HOME OF ADMIRAL MOORSOM, COMMANDER OF THE ‘REVENGE’ AT
TRAFALGAR IN 1805, THERE ARE TWO PILLARS BUILT FROM TWELVE NARWHAL TUSKS BROUGHT TO THE PORT OF
WHITBY, WHERE THE WHALING FLEET HAD BEEN ACTIVE SINCE 1753.

THE NARWHAL IS AN ARCTIC WHALE GROWING UP TO FIVE METRES LONG, ARELATIVE OF THE WHITE BELUGAWHALE,
BUT IT IS TOO SMALL AND WITHOUT ENOUGH BLUBBER FOR IT TO HAVE BEEN HUNTED COMVERCIALLY BY THE WHALING
FLEETS OF THE 19TH CENTURY. HOWEVER, THE ‘SCRIMSHANDERS’ PRIZED THE MARINE I[VORY TUSK AND OFTEN
TRADED FOR THEMWITH THE INUIT ESKIMOS, WHO TRADITIONALLY TOOK NARWHAL FOR THEIR MEAT, OIL AND TUSKS
WHICH THEY MADE INTO HARPOON SHAFTS.

ONCE FOUND IN CONSIDERABLE NUMBERS IN THE GREENLAND SEA, DANS STRAIT AND BAFFIN BAY, THE NARWHAL
WAS HABITUALLY REFERRED TO BY THE ARCTIC WHALERS AS THE ‘UNIE’. THE MYTH OF THE FANTASTICAL UNICORN AND
ITS SPIRALLING HORN PERSISTED WELL INTO THE 19TH CENTURY. AS THE STRENGTH OF THE LEGEND SLOWLY
DIMNISHED AND THE TRUE NATURE OF THE ‘HORN' WAS REVEALED, THE TUSKS STILL CONTINUED TO BE REGARDED AS
RARITIES AND EXOTIC CURIGSITIES, AND ARE SO TODAY.
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