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LITERATURE

THE PRODUCTION OF BASALT BUSTS BY WEDGWOOD WAS FIRST UNDERTAKEN IN 1770–71 AND THE DEMAND FOR THEM
BECAME CONSIDERABLE. ONE ORDER FROM DUBLIN REQUESTED OVER ONE HUNDRED. A BASALT BUST OF CICERO WAS

PRODUCED FROM A CAST SUPPLIED BY HOSKINS AND GRANT IN 1775.

     THE WORKS OF THE FAMOUS ROMAN POLITICIAN, STATESMAN AND ORATOR, CICERO WERE ALMOST FORGOTTEN
DURING THE MIDDLE AGES, BUT WERE REDISCOVERED DURING THE RENAISSANCE. CICERO’S INFLUENCE ON
EUROPEAN THOUGHT AND LITERATURE THEN BECAME CONSIDERABLE AND ENSURED THAT WHAT HE FOUND

INTERESTING AND IMPORTANT IN GREEK PHILOSOPHY BECAME THE PHILOSOPHICAL CURRICULUM OF THE
RENAISSANCE AND ENLIGHTENMENT. HIS GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT WAS AS THE CREATOR OF A PHILOSOPHICAL

VOCABULARY IN LATIN AND THEREFORE AS THE TRANSMITTER OF GREEK IDEAS. HE WAS A PHILOSOPHICAL STYLIST
UNIFYING PHILOSOPHY AND RHETORIC. HE BELIEVED THAT RHETORIC ENABLES THE STATESMAN EDUCATED TO WISDOM

BY PHILOSOPHY TO PREVAIL BY GAINING THE CONSENT OF A FREE CITIZENRY.
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