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LITERATURE

THE THREE-PIECE SET COMPRISING OF A HELMET ‘KULAH KHUD’, A SHIELD ‘SIPAR’ AND A FOREARM GUARD ‘BAZU BAND’.
THE SKULL OF THE HELMET HAMMERED IN ONE PIECE IN ‘WOOTZ-DAMASCUS’ (ALSO KNOWN AS ‘SERIC’ STEEL), A

CRUCIBLE STEEL CHARACTERISED BY A PATTERN OF BANDS WITH A HIGH CARBON CONTEXT. THE TECHNIQUE FIRST
ORIGINATED IN THE MID 1ST MILLENNIUM BC IN SOUTHERN INDIA. THE RIVETED CROWN PLATE ALSO MADE OF ‘WOOZT’
TOGETHER WITH THE ADJUSTABLE NASAL BAR. THE SKULL WITH CHISELLED DECORATION, DEPICTING HUNTING AND

ANIMAL SCENES. A CONTINUOUS BAND OF BRASS-INLAID CALLIGRAPHIC CARTOUCHES RUNNING AROUND THE LOWER
EDGE, DATED 1115 ‘ISLAMIC CALENDAR YEAR’ (1797 AD) NEXT TO THE NASAL BAR. OF PARTICULAR NOTE IS THE

EXCEPTIONAL ‘AVENTAIL’ (FROM THE FRENCH) OR ‘MAIL’, ATTACHED TO THE HELMET, MADE FROM IRON AND BRASS
RINGS†, PLACED END TO END.

     THE DOMED SHIELD MADE FROM ‘WOOTZ-DAMASCUS’ WITH AN OFFSET EDGE AND FOUR SHIELD BOSSES. CHISELLED
HUNTING DECORATION WITH CALLIGRAPHIC CARTOUCHES TO THE OUTER RIM, SURROUNDED WITH TENDRILS OF

INLAID GOLD. THE ORIGINAL LINING COMPLETE WITH BROWNISH VELVET, STRAPS AND POLISHED LEATHER.

     THE MATCHING FOREARM GUARD MADE OF ‘WOOTZ-DAMASCUS’ WITH CHISELLED HUNTING DECORATION AND AN
ORNAMENTAL GOLD INLAID EDGE.

† THE TECHNIQUE OF CREATING PATTERNS BY COMBINING RINGS OF DIFFERENT METALS FIRST OCCURS IN ‘MAIL’
SHIRTS OF THE 16TH CENTURY, SUCH AS AN EXAMPLE IN THE MILITARY MUSEUM, ISTANBUL (INV. NO. 2767). IT BECAME

ESPECIALLY POPULAR IN INDIA AND IRAN DURING THE 18TH AND 19TH CENTURIES.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PAUL COLLECTION, BERLIN, FORMED PRIOR TO 1945

SOLD HERMANN HISTORICA, MUNICH, 36TH AUCTION, 1998, LOT 423

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION

 


