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SHOWN HOLDING ACANDLE TOGETHER WITH ABOOK

SUPERB COLOUR AND PATINA

OAK

ENGLAND

17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 32.5CMHIGH, 30CMWIDE, 11CMDEEP - 12% INS HIGH, 11% INS WIDE, 474 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

ST JOHN THE APOSTLE, ONE OF THE FIRST GENERATION OF LEADERS OF CHRISTIANS, IS OFTEN CONSIDERED THE MOST
IMPORTANT PERSON AFTER JESUS IN THE HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY.

JOHN'S OWN GOSPEL REFERS TO HIMAS ‘THE DISCIPLE WHOMJESUS LOVED’ (SEE JOHN 13:23; 19:26; 20:2), THE ONE
WHO RECLINED NEXT TO JESUS AT THE LAST SUPPER, AND THE ONE TO WHOM JESUS GAVE THE EXQUISITE HONOUR OF
CARING FOR HIS MOTHER, AS JOHN STOOD BENEATH THE CROSS: ‘WOMAN, BEHOLD YOUR SON... BEHOLD, YOUR
MOTHER’ (JOHN 19:26B, 27B).

CARVED FROMENGLISH OAK IN HIGH RELIEF, ST JOHN LOOKS RESTFUL; HE GAZES TO HIS RIGHT, WEARING ALONG
BILLOWING CLOAK. THE SENSITIMTY OF THE CARVING AND DELICACY OF THE FINGERS HOLDING THE CANDLE,
TOGETHER WITH THE ‘DOVWNTURNED’ EXPRESSION ON JOHN'S MOUTH, PRESENT US WITH A‘MOURNFUL’ FEELING TO
THIS CARVING, IN CONTEMPLATION PERHAPS OF THE MOMENT WHEN JESUS WAS CRUCIFIED.



