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AN ENGLISH SCRIMSHAW DECORATED TOOTH
AN ENGLISH SCRIMSHAW DECORATED TOOTH

SIGNED: ‘WATE’

WHALE TOOTH

BRITAIN

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 18.5 X7 CM(7 "/, X2 3/, INCHES)

AN ENGLISH SCRIMSHAW DECORATED TOOTH

SIGNED: ‘WAITE

WHALE TOOTH

BRITAIN

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 18.5 X7 CM(7 '/ X2 31 INCHES)

LITERATURE

TO ONE SIDE, ADEPICTION OF THE ‘FOXHOUND’ SAILING WITH FULL SAIL ON CALM SEAS, APOLYCHROMED DECORATED
FLAG TO THE STERN. TO THE REVERSE, THE SAVE SHIP IN STORMY SEAS, SIGNED TO THE BOTTOMLEFT CORNER OF THE
PORTRAT: WATE.



BY THEIR ARTISTIC DEPICTIONS THE ‘SCRIMSHANDER’ CREATED THE COMVON IMPRESSION OF WHALINGAS A
ROMANTIC AND EXCITING ACTIMTY, AND IT WAS TRUE THAT ON SUCH OCCASIONS AS THE CHASE AND THE CATCH THERE
WERE PERIODS OF HIGH ADVENTURE, DANGER AND EXCITEMENT. HOWEVER, IT WAS THE FACT THAT FOR MOST WHALE-
MEN THESE TIMES WERE SO INFREQUENT, THAT CREATED THE NECESSITY FOR THE CRAFT OF SCRIMSHAW TO OCCUPY

THE LONG HOURS OF DREARY IDLENESS SPENT ON BOARD SHIP. THE LONGEST WHALING VOYAGE ON RECORD IS
PROBABLY THAT OF “THE NILE’ OF NEW LONDON, WHICH MADE AVOYAGE LASTING FROM 1858 TO 1869. IT WAS DURING
THE BOREDOM OF THESE VOYAGES THAT THE ART OF SCRIMSHAW FLOURISHED GIMING THE SAILOR AWAY OF
CONMBATING AND ENDURING HIS IDLENESS; POLISHING, CARVING AND ENGRAVING THE IVORY TEETH OF THE SPERM
WHALE HE HAD HELPED TO CATCH.

PROVENANCE

EXPRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION



