
A FINELY CARVED GANDHARA HEAD OF ‘ATLAS’
A FINELY CARVED GANDHARA HEAD OF ‘ATLAS’

GREY SCHIST

INDIA

3RD - 4TH CENTURIES AD

SIZE: 19CM HIGH, 11CM WIDE, 12.5CM DEEP - 7½ INS HIGH, 4¼ INS WIDE, 5 INS DEEP

 
A FINELY CARVED GANDHARA HEAD OF ‘ATLAS’

GREY SCHIST

INDIA

3RD - 4TH CENTURIES AD

SIZE: 19CM HIGH, 11CM WIDE, 12.5CM DEEP - 7½ INS HIGH, 4¼ INS WIDE, 5 INS DEEP



 
LITERATURE

REFERENCES  

PRATAPADITYA, PAL; ‘ASIAN ART AT THE NORTON SIMON MUSEUM’, VOL. L; ART FROM THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT, 2003,
PP.68 - 69, NO. 35, WHERE PAL ILLUSTRATES AND DISCUSSES A GANDHARAN ‘WINGED FIGURE’ WITH SIMILAR EYES.

ACCORDING TO PAL, 2003, P.68, ALFRED FOUCHER WAS THE FIRST TO SUGGEST THAT THE MUSCULAR FIGURES ARE
‘YAKSHAS’ IN THE GUISE OF CLASSICAL ‘ATLANTES’, HAVING BORROWED THE WINGS FROM VICTORY. (ALFRED FOUCHER,

‘L’ART GRECO-BOUDDHIQUE DU GANDHARA’, 1905 - 1951, VOL. 1, P. 208.

THE FINELY CARVED DARK GREY POLISHED HEAD OF A MALE COMPLETE WITH A REFINED MOUSTACHE. PROBABLY
PORTRAYS ‘ATLANTES’ WHO IS OFTEN SEEN IN GANDHARAN SCULPTURE, AND LOOSELY BASED ON THE GREEK GOD

‘ATLAS.

     GAZING DIRECTLY FORWARD, HIS FACE IS MODELLED WITH A SERENE EXPRESSION IN A STYLISED ‘HELENISTIC’
STYLE. HIS HAIR IS GROUPED INTO LARGE CURLS THAT COVER PART OF HIS FOREHEAD AS WELL AS FLOWING ABOVE

AND BEHIND HIS EARS. REMAINS OF HIS TURBAN CAN STILL BE SEEN WITH ITS INDIVIDUAL TWISTING BANDS OF CLOTH.
HIS PROTRUDING EYES ARE UNUSUALLY LARGE, SHELTERED BENEATH A HEAVY LIDDED BROW. THE STRENGTH AND

‘TRANCE-LIKE’ QUALITY OF HIS EYES ENGAGE THE VIEWER INSTANTLY, THE EMOTIVE INTENSITY DRAWN CLOSER
THROUGH THE DETAILING OF THE PUPILS.

ACCORDING TO PRATAPADITYA PAL, THOUGH ‘ATLANTES’ FIGURES ARE OFTEN LOOSELY IDENTIFIED AS ‘ATLAS’, THEY
SHOULD BE DISTINGUISHED FROM THE INDIVIDUAL IN CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY WHO WAS ‘ORDERED TO SUPPORT THE

HEAVENS’ ON HIS SHOULDERS.
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