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A RARE AND UNUSUAL ENGLISH REGENCY BLUE GLASS XYLOPHONE ‘IDIOPHONE

ARARE AND UNUSUAL ENGLISH REGENCY BLUE GLASS XYLOPHONE ‘IDIOPHONE’ CONTAINED IN THE ORIGINAL
MAHOGANY CARRYING BOX

PRODUCED BY JOHN BETTS OF ROYAL EXCHANGE LONDON

WOOD, GLASS, FELT, BRASS

EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 7CMHIGH, 48CMWIDE (MAX) 30.5CMDEEP (MAX) - 2% INS HIGH, 19 INS WIDE (MAX) 12 INS DEEP (MAX)
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LITERATURE

ADDITIONAL IDIOPHONES CAME INTO USE FROM THE RENAISSANCE ON. THE XYLOPHONE, LONG WIDESPREAD
THROUGHOUT ASIAAND AFRICA, WAS ILLUSTRATED IN 1529 BY THE COMPOSER AND MUSIC THEORIST MARTIN AGRICOLA
IN 1618 PRAETORIUS DEPICTED AN INSTRUMENT WITH 15 BARS FROM 15 TO 53 CM (6 TO 21 INS) IN LENGTH, TUNED
DIATONICALLY. IT REMAINED LITTLE EXPLOITED UNTIL THE FLEMISH CARILLONNEURS COMBINED IT WITH AKEYBOARD
AND TRANSFORMED IT INTO APRACTICE INSTRUMENT IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 17TH CENTURY. THE OLDER FORM
REMAINED AFOLK INSTRUMENT, CHIEFLY IN AND EAST OF GERMANY.
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CF: ASIMLAR EXAMPLE WAS SOLD THROUGH CHRISTIE'S, LONDON IN 2001 AS PART OF THE HUMPREY WHITBREAD
COLLECTION



