
A KHOISAN TOBACCO SMOKING PIPE
A KHOISAN TOBACCO SMOKING PIPE

CARVED OF A VARIEGATED GREEN SOAPSTONE IN THE ‘DUTCH’ STYLE (SMALL CHIP)

SOAPSTONE, METAL

SOUTH AFRICA

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 6CM HIGH, 5.5CM WIDE, 2CM DEEP - 2¾ INS HIGH, 2¼ INS WIDE, ¾ INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

THE CARVING OF PIPES AMONG THE ZULU SPEAKING PEOPLES OF SOUTH AFRICA REPRESENTS AN ARTISTIC USE OF
FORM WHICH IS NOT FOUND IN OTHER OBJECTS, DESPITE OTHER ARTEFACTS SUCH AS BEADWORK BEING OF EQUAL

CULTURAL AND SOCIAL IMPORTANCE.

     AMONG SMOKERS, PIPES WERE USED AS INDICATORS OF SOCIAL STATUS AND IN GENERAL MEN’S PIPES HAD
BROADER BOWLS WHICH HELD MORE TOBACCO WHILE WOMEN’S PIPES HAD A SMALLER CAPACITY. SMOKING WAS AN
IMPORTANT COMMUNAL ACTIVITY, AND A LIT PIPE WOULD BE SHARED WITHIN A GROUP WITH EACH MEMBER HAVING

THEIR OWN REMOVABLE MOUTH PIECE.

     TRADERS FROM EUROPE FIRST INTRODUCED TOBACCO TO SOUTH AFRICA IN THE 16TH CENTURY AND WITHIN 100
YEARS IT WAS GROWN, DRIED, PREPARED AND SMOKED BY NEARLY ALL OF THE BLACK PEOPLES OF SOUTH AFRICA.

CARVERS IN THE EASTERN CAPE MODELLED THE FORM ON THE ORIGINAL DUTCH AND ENGLISH 17TH CENTURY CLAY
TAVERN PIPES.
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