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RHINOCEROS HORN, IRON

PROBABLY LOZI / SOUTH AFRICA

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 65.5CM LONG - 25¾ INS LONG
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LITERATURE

AXES SUCH AS THIS FASHIONED FROM BLOND HORN WERE NOT COMMONLY USED AS WEAPONS. THEY WERE INSIGNIA
OF MILITARY RANK AND AS SUCH WERE CARRIED RESTING ON THE SHOULDER INTO THE BATTLEFIELD BY CHIEFS AND

COMMANDERS.

AXES AND KNIVES WERE PRESERVED AS HEIRLOOMS AMONG THE PEOPLES OF SOUTHERN AFRICA AND TRANSMITTED
THROUGH GENERATIONS TO THE NEXT AS IMPORTANT INDICATORS OF STATUS. THEY ALSO PRESERVED AND CARRIED
AN AURA OF ANCESTRAL SYMBOLISM. THE OWNER OF THIS RARE AXE WOULD HAVE BEEN A HIGH RANKING CHIEF, AND
POSSIBLY OWNERSHIP CAME THROUGH HIS PROWESS AS A ‘HUNTER’. THE MORE TYPICAL AXES WOULD HAVE BEEN

FASHIONED IN WOOD.

 
PROVENANCE

EX K. GORMLEY, ENGLAND

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION

FOR A RHINOCEROS HORN CEREMONIAL PRESTIGE AXE, SEE FINCH & CO, CATALOGUE NO. 7, ITEM NO. 94

 


