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LITERATURE

UNLIKE OTHER HAND CLUBS ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD USED FOR BLUDGEONING DOWNWARD BLOWS, MACRI ‘PATU’
WERE DESIGNED FOR JABBING AND THRUSTING MOVEMENTS, FOR QUICK FIGHTING IN WHICH ASPLIT SECOND WAS TOO
IMPORTANT TO WASTE IN RAISING THE WEAPON TO STRIKE ABLOW. THE WHALEBONE WAS CUT FROM THE PAN-BONE OF
ASPERMWHALE WITH ASANDSTONE SAW. GROOVES WERE THEN CUT FROMTHE FRONT. THE BACK WAS THEN SAWED
AWAY TO TAKE OUT THE RESULTING SLAB. THIS WAS THEN FORMED INTO ACLUB SHAPE BY CHIPPING AND SAWING WITH
STONE TOOLS. EACH INDIVIDUAL CLUB WAS WEIGHED AND BALANCED TO SUIT THE HAND AND PREFERENCE OF THE
WARRIOR FOR WHOMIT WAS BEING MADE. SUCH CLUBS WERE USED OVER MANY GENERATIONS AND BECAVE
ASSOCIATED WITH THE MAORI WHO WIELDED THEM THESE HEIRLOOMS WERE ‘TAONGA TUKU IHO — TREASURES
PASSED DOWN FROM THE ANCESTORS.
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EXPRIVATE COLLECTION

SEE: ‘“THE MAORI COLLECTIONS OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM DOROTA CZARKOWSKA STARZECKA, ROGER NEICH, MCK
PRENDERGRAST; PLATE 119 ILL. 712, 714, 716, 722 AND 724



