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LITERATURE

OF ELEGANT ARCHING FORM AND CARVED IN ONE PIECE FROM A DENSE, FINE GRAINED WOOD, POSSIBLY ‘INTSIA
BIJUGA’. NECK-RESTS OF THIS TYPE WERE USED IN TONGA AS PILLOWS TO ENSURE THAT THE ELABORATE COIFFURE OF
THE OWNER WOULD NOT BE DISTURBED DURING SLEEP. ‘KALI’ ACQUIRED ‘MANA’ (THE SPIRITUAL FORCE) BY REPEATED

CONTACT WITH THE OWNER’S HEAD AND IN THE CASE OF A CHIEF BECAME OBJECTS OF GREAT PRESTIGE.

     THIS EXAMPLE, FROM THE RENOWNED CAPTAIN FULLER COLLECTION, IS EXCEPTIONAL FOR THE ELEGANCE AND



PURITY OF ITS FORM, ESPECIALLY EVIDENT IN THE STRONGLY CURVED LEGS ENDING IN SUBTLE HORIZONTAL FLANGE
FEET. TO EACH END OF THE ‘CROSS-BAR’ GLASS BEADS HAVE BEEN INSERTED TO ENHANCE THE DECORATIVE APPEAL

AND IMPORTANCE OF THIS PIECE.

     IN THE OPINION OF GEORGE ORTIZ NO CIVILISATION HAS EQUALLED THE PACIFIC ISLANDERS’ SUPERB FURNITURE
AND DOMESTIC OBJECTS. WRITING OF TONGAN NECK-RESTS THE GREAT CONNOISSEUR OF POLYNESIAN ART EDWARD

DODD SAID: ‘WHAT WONDERFUL SPRINGING FORMS!’

     FOR A COMPARABLE NECK-REST (NO. 689) IN THE JAMES HOOPER COLLECTION. OF CLASSIC TONGAN FORM, IT WAS
HOWEVER COLLECTED AT MBAU, FIJI, IN 1865. COMPARE ALSO TWO ‘KALI’ PREVIOUSLY IN THE FULLER COLLECTION (

NOS. 274498 AND 274499) AND NOW IN THE FIELD MUSEUM, CHICAGO.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX CAPTAIN A.W.F. FULLER (1882 - 1961) GIVEN TO DR ROLAND FORCE, IN RECOGNITION OF FORCE’S WORK IN
CATALOGUING THE FULLER COLLECTION (SEE: BELOW)

EX JULIAN HARDING COLLECTION

EX WAYNE HEATHCOTE

EX PATRICIA WITHERS COLLECTION (1934 - 1998) LONDON

EX SOTHEBY’S LONDON 1988

EX NASSER GALLERY 2010

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION

SEE:

‘THE MARK AND CAROLYN BLACKBURN COLLECTION’ 2010, PG. 246, ILL. 146

‘THE FULLER COLLECTION OF PACIFIC ARTEFACTS’, LUND HUMPHRIES, LONDON 1971

A COMPARABLE EXAMPLE IN THE TONGAN NATIONAL MUSEUM, TOFOA. ALSO SEVERAL NECK-RESTS PART OF THE
COLLECTIONS IN THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AUSTRALIA, CANBERRA (INV. OZ 347 AND INV. OZ 348)

CF:

PIERRE LOOS, BAYET ET CALTAUX, ‘LA TÊTE DANS LES ÉTOILES. APPUIS-NUQUE D’AFRIQUE ET D’AILLEURS’, BRUNEAF,
2012: PG. 157

 



 


