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LITERATURE

THESE IMPRESSIVE WAR CLUBS ARE SAID TO BE NAMED AFTER THE CLAWED SALI FLOWER OF ONE OF THE WILD
BANANA-LIKE PLANTS WHICH GROW ON THE PACIFIC ISLANDS OF FIJI. THEY HAVE LONGER, BROADER CHEEKS AND A

MORE HIGHLY DEVELOPED CREST OR SPUR THAN GATA CLUBS ALTHOUGH THEY WERE USED IN THE SAME WAY, BEING
DESIGNED TO SLICE AND CUT THROUGH BONE RATHER THAN SMASH AND SHATTER IT.

     FIJIAN CLUBS OF THIS QUALITY WERE EXPENSIVE PRODUCTS MADE BY SPECIALIST CRAFTSMEN CALLED ‘MATAI’. USING
STONE ADZES THEY WERE COMMISSIONED BY CHIEFS TO CARVE PARTICULAR WEAPONS, AND WERE PAID WITH FEASTS
AND PROPERTY PRESENTATIONS. SOMETIMES THESE WEAPONS WERE NOT MADE FOR IMMEDIATE USE, BUT INTENDED

FOR FORMAL EXCHANGE CEREMONIES BETWEEN COMMUNITIES AND WOULD FIGURE PROMINENTLY AMONG THE GOODS
CHANGING HANDS.
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