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LITERATURE

FIJIAN CLUBS OF THIS SHAPE AND TYPE ARE OFTEN WRONGLY CALLED ‘GUN STOCK CLUBS’ BECAUSE OF THEIR
RESEMBLANCE TO MUSKETS, BUT ALL OF THE BASIC FORMS WERE IN USE BEFORE FIREARMS WERE FIRST INTRODUCED

TO FIJI IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY, EXAMPLES HAVING BEEN TAKEN BACK TO EUROPE AND OTHERS RECORDED BY
EARLY EXPLORERS. THE GREAT DIVERSITY AND DECORATION OF CLUBS PRODUCED IN 18TH AND 19TH CENTURY FIJI

REFLECTED AN IMMENSE INVESTMENT OF ARTISTIC LABOUR APPROPRIATE TO THEIR CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE. DESPITE
THE ARRIVAL OF FIREARMS IN THE 19TH CENTURY, CLUBS CONTINUED TO BE PRODUCED AND USED IN TRADITIONAL

WELFARE. THEIR ENDURING POPULARITY AMONG FIJIAN WARRIORS HIGHLIGHTS THEIR SYMBOLIC AS WELL AS
PRACTICAL VALUE.
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