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LITERATURE

THE AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINES LIVED IN A COUNTRY WHERE AGRICULTURE WAS NOT PRACTISED AND WHERE NO
ANIMALS EXCEPT FOR THE DINGO DOG WERE AVAILABLE FOR DOMESTICATION. SO THEY WERE FORCED TO REMAIN

HUNTERS AND GATHERERS. CONSEQUENTLY MUCH TIME WAS SPENT MAKING AND DECORATING WEAPONS WHICH THEY
MAINLY USED FOR HUNTING. THE ARSENAL OF THE ABORIGINE CONSISTED OF BOOMERANGS, SHIELDS, CLUBS,
THROWING CLUBS, STICKS, SPEARS AND SPEAR THROWERS, ALL MADE FROM WOOD. THESE FLAT SLAB SHAPED

SHIELDS WERE USED FOR PROTECTION FROM SPEARS AND BOOMERANGS, ALTHOUGH INTER-TRIBAL WARFARE WAS
UNCOMMON AND MOST PERSONAL DISPUTES WERE SETTLED BY RITUAL CONTEST.
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