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LITERATURE

AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL SONGS AND PATTERNS ARE HANDED DOWN GENERATIONS. THEIR DESIGNS ARE TRADITIONAL
AND THE SAME SONG IS ALWAYS CHANTED FOR EACH ONE. THUS THERE IS A STRONG LINK BETWEEN A PAINTED AND

ETCHED DESIGN AND THE SONG THAT WAS CHANTED OVER IT WHILE IT WAS BEING MADE. THE DESIGN AND THE CHANT
COMBINED TO GIVE STRENGTH AND POWER TO THE OBJECT.

THE ART OF THE AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL IS APPRECIATED TODAY WITH A SOPHISTICATED AESTHETIC INTEREST BASED
ON THE STUDY OF CENTURIES OF WORLD ART AND CULTURE, BUT TO THE PEOPLE OF THE WESTERN DESERT THIS

SHIELD IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT EXPRESSES THEIR BELIEFS, SATISFYING AN ARTISTIC IMPULSE FOR THE PURPOSES
OF RITUAL AND RELIGION.
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