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A PIERCED OAK PANEL DEPICTING ST CHRISTOPHER
APIERCED OAK PANEL DEPICTING ST CHRISTOPHER

OAK

BOHEMA

CIRCA 1520

SIZE: 43CMHIGH, 35CMWDE, 2.5CMDEEP - 17 INS HIGH, 13% INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP

VENERATED AS ONE OF THE FOURTEEN ‘HOLY HELPERS' CHRISTOPHER IS THE PATRON SAINT OF TRAVELLERS,
ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO CERTAINTY HE EXISTED HISTORICALLY. HOWEVER, MANY CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS
VENERATE HIMAS THE ‘MARTYR'’ KILLED IN THE REIGN OF THE ROMAN EMPEROR DECIUS (R. 249 - 251) OR UNDER
EMPEROR MAXIMINIUS DAIA(R. 308 - 313). THE CONFUSION ARISES TO THE SIMLARITY IN THE NAVES ‘DECIUS’ AND ‘DAIA.
BY THE 7TH CENTURY AD, CHURCHES WERE BEING NAVED IN HIS HONOUR.
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