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BAMBOO, WOOD, COCONUT ‘SENNET’ FIBRE

THE ‘CROSS-BAR’ (REST) ENGRAVED WITH TRIANGULAR DESIGN REMINISCENT OF ‘TAPA CLOTH’

TWO OLD PAPER LABELS, ONE STATING AFRICAN ORIGIN

SUPERB COLOUR AND PATINA FROM AGE AND USE

TONGA

18TH - EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 12.5CM HIGH, 44CM LONG - 5 INS HIGH, 17¼ INS LONG
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OF ALL THE KNOWN TYPES OF TONGAN NECK-RESTS, KNOWN AS ‘KALI’, THIS TYPE, ‘KALI TOLONI’, WHICH IS KNOWN BY
THE THREE PIECE CONSTRUCTION AND USE OF A ‘POLE’ (BAMBOO) AS A PILLOW (CROSS BAR), IS THE LEAST COMMON
AND THE MOST ELEGANT. USED PREDOMINANTLY BY TONGAN CHIEFS (ST. CARTMAIL, 1997), THE PRESENT EXAMPLE IS

OF A PARTICULARLY ENTICING AND ELEGANT PROPORTION, BEING LONG, WIDE AND LOW IN STANCE.

 

 
PROVENANCE

TENNANT’S AUCTION ROOMS, YORKSHIRE, JULY 2009, LOT 314, ENTERED PRIVATELY FROM THE GRAND DAUGHTER AND
DESCENDANT OF AN ECCENTRIC ANTIQUES DEALER FROM HARROGATE, WHO USED TO RIDE AROUND THE TOWN IN A

‘TRAP’ PULLED BY A ZEBRA ! TO THE AMUSEMENT OF THE TOWNSFOLK

WILLIAM YOUNG (AUCTIONEER, DEALER, COLLECTOR) DIED 1930’S

MISS YOUNG (GRAND-DAUGHTER)

EX FINCH AND CO, 2009

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION

 


