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LITERATURE
ANTHONY ‘TOBY JACK WROTE THE FOLLOWING EXTRACT IN THE 1990’S:

‘SIR SAMUEL BAKER, WHO EXPLORED THE BAHR-EL-JEBEL REGION OF SOUTHERN SUDAN IN 1863 COMVENTS: ‘THE
LATOOKAS WEAR MOST EXQUISITE HELMETS: ALL OF THEMARE FORMED OF THEIR OWN HAIR, AND ARE OF COURSE
FIXTURES. AT FIRST SIGHT IT APPEARS INCREDIBLE, BUT AMINUTE EXAMINATION SHOWS THE WONDERFUL
PERSEVERANCE OF YEARS IN PRODUCING WHAT MUST BE HIGHLY INCONVENIENT .

SELIGMANN (THE SOUTHERN SUDAN), WRITES: ‘PERHAPS THE MOST DISTINCTIVE FEATURE ABOUT THE LATUKAIS
THEIR PECULIAR AND ELABORATE STYLE OF HAIRDRESSING..... ALL FORM THE HAIR INTO ASORT OF HELMET, WHICH
TAKES SEVERAL YEARS TO BRING TO PERFECTION. THEIR THICK WOOLLY HAR IS INTERWOVEN WITH FINE TWINE UNTIL



IT RESEVMBLES ATHICK FELT MAT, AND AS THE HAIR GROWS IT IS SUBMTTED TO THE SAVE PROCESS UNTIL IT BECOVES
MORE ACOMPACT MASS ABOUT AN INCH AND AHALF THICK, WHICH HAS BEEN TRAINED INTO THE SHAPE OF AHELMET.
THE EDGE IS SEWN TOGETHER WITH THREAD, AND FORMS ASTRONG RIMABOUT TWO INCHES DEEP'’. STRIPS OF
POLISHED BRASS OR COPPER, ‘SHAPED LIKE THE HALF OF ABISHOP'S MTRE, AND ABOUT AFOOT IN LENGTH’ ARE SET
UP TO FORMA CREST. SELIGMANN ILLUSTRATES HIS ARTICLE WITH ARARE PHOTOGRAPH BY MAJOR JENNINGS BRAVLEY
SHOWING ALATUKAWITH AHEAD-PIECE THE SAVE AS THE PRESENT EXAVPLE.

LIKE THE BONGO OF BAHR-EL-GHAZAL, THE LATUKA OF BAHR-EL-JEBEL WERE ALREADY SUFFERING FROM SLAVE
RAIDS FROMTHE NORTH IN THE MD-NINETEENTH CENTURY, AND IT IS ONLY BY CHANCE THAT SOME ASPECTS OF THEIR
MATERIAL CULTURE WERE RECORDED IN THOSE TIMES. BY THE END OF THE CENTURY, AND THE ‘MAHDIST STATE, THEY

WERE AMONGST THE MANY TRIBES ALMOST DRIVEN TO THE BRINK OF EXTINCTION.

PROVENANCE
EXPRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION

CF: AN IDENTICAL HEAD-PIECE, WITH THE ADDITION OF ASTICK DECORATED WITH FEATHERS ON TOP, IS ILLUSTRATED IN
W.O. OLDMAN’S CATALOGUE OF ETHNOGRAPHICAL SPECIMENS NO.77 (1910)



