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LITERATURE

THE VIRGIN MARY, ‘LADY OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION'’ IS SHOWN STANDING ON A‘CRESCENT MOON’ (REPRESENTING
ONE HALF, THE SUN BEING THE OTHER HALF) TOGETHER WITH TWO SAINTS, JOHN THE BAPTIST, OFTEN ASSOCIATED
WITH THE ‘WANING MOON AND SAINT JOHN, WITH ANGELS APPEARING FROM THE CLOUDS ABOVE, AND THE ARCHANGEL

GABRIEL DEPICTED IN THE ‘FRIEZE’ ABOVE.

AS AHOLY CITY FROM THE TIME OF CONSTANTINE THE GREAT, JERUSALEMHAS ALWAYS ATTRACTED SCHOLARS AND



PILGRIMS, BUT AFTER THE DISCOVERY AND EXCAVATIONS OF THE HOLY CHRISTIAN SITES, IT BECAVE AVERY IMPORTANT
FOCUS OF PILGRIMAGE. IN 1335 THE FRANCISCANS RETURNED TO THE CITY AND OVER TIME NUMEROUS CHURCHES,
MONASTERIES AND ASSOCIATED HOSPICES WERE BUILT TO CARE FOR, ACCOMMODATE AND CATER TO THE THOUSANDS
OF CHRISTIAN PILGRIMS. IN THE 17TH CENTURY THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS BEGAN TO TAKE COMVERCIAL ADVANTAGE OF
THIS INFLUXAND FOUNDED WORKSHOPS USING THE LOCAL SYRIAN CRAFTSMEN TO MAKE MOTHER OF PEARL INLAID
WOOD MODELS OF THE SEPULCHRE, THE TOMBS, PILGRIMAGE SITES AND OBJECTS IN THEIR TRADITIONAL STYLE TO
SELL TO THE PILGRIMS AS ‘SOUVENIRS’, THEREBY BOOSTING THE MONASTERY'S REVENUES.

PROVENANCE

FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 14, NO. 88, 2009, FOR A17TH CENTURY JERUSALEMMODEL OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE AND
NO. 26, CATALOGUE NO. 17, ITEMNO. 2011 FOR ADEVOTIONAL CROSS.



