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WITH A BAND OF EXTREMELY DELICATE RECIPROCAL TREFOIL DESIGNS AROUND THE RIM, TRACES OF GILDING

THE INSCRIPTION READS:

'YA MA'BOUD' (OH WHO IS WORSHIPPED)

STEEL 

IRAN

SECOND HALF 17TH CENTURY OR EARLY 18TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 14.5CM DIA. - 5¾ INS DIA. 
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LITERATURE

THIS PANEL HAS THE SAME BASIC OUTLINE AND BASIC LAYOUT AS A SMALL GROUP OF SAFAVID CUT STEEL PANELS, AN
EXAMPLE SOLD AT CHRISTIES, FROM THE COLLECTION OF PROFESSOR EHSAN YARSHATER, 10TH APRIL 1999, LOT 63

AND ANOTHER, 17TH APRIL 2007. SIMILAR QUATREFOIL PANELS ARE FOUND AMONGST THE DOOR FITTINGS FORMERLY IN
THE HARARI COLLECTION SAID TO BE FROM THE DAR-I-IMAM IN ISFAHAN (A.U. POPE, A SURVEY OF PERSIAN ART, OXFORD,

1938, PL.1389). ANOTHER EXAMPLE IS IN THE DAVID COLLECTION (KJELD V. FOLSACH, ISLAMIC ART: THE DAVID
COLLECTION, COPENHAGEN, 1990, NO.349, P. 208). TWO FURTHER PANELS FROM THAT GROUP WERE SOLD AT

SOTHEBY’S, 22ND OCTOBER 1992, LOT 179.

     THE PRESENT PANEL DIFFERS FROM PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED EXAMPLES PARTLY IN THAT THE CENTRAL PANEL HAS A
BRIEF INSCRIPTION, FURTHER MORE, IN THE EXQUISITE PIERCED RECIPROCAL TREFOIL BORDER. THIS MOTIF WAS

FREQUENTLY ENCOUNTERED IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY, ON CARPETS, POTTERY AND MANUSCRIPTS AS WELL AS
METAL. RARELY HOWEVER HAS IT BEEN SO DELICATELY WORKED AS HERE, IN STEEL. 
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CHRISTIE’S IMPORTANT ISLAMIC ART AUCTION, 7TH APRIL 2011, 120A
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