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AFANE ‘TANALA® SHIELD ‘AMPINGA’ COVERED WITH A ANELY MARKED ‘HIDE ZEBRA ‘EQUUS QUAGGA’
AFINE ‘“TANALA SHIELD ‘AVPINGA
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AREAS OF WEAR THROUGH USE AND FINE PATINATO REVERSE

MADAGASCAR

LATE 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 47CMHIGH, 41.5CMWDE - 1872 INS HIGH, 1674 INS WIDE

AFINE ‘TANALA SHIELD ‘AVPINGA

COVERED WITH AFINELY MARKED ‘HIDE’ ZEBRA ‘EQUUS QUAGGA

AREAS OF WEAR THROUGH USE AND FINE PATINATO REVERSE

MADAGASCAR

LATE 19TH CENTURY



SIZE: 47CMHIGH, 41.5CMWIDE - 18%2INS HIGH, 1674 INS WMIDE

LITERATURE

DATING FROMBEFORE THE COLONISATION OF THE ISLAND BY THE FRENCH IN 1897 THIS SHIELD WAS USED FOR
PARRYING SPEARS AND WAS MADE BY THE TANALAPEOPLE. THEY ARE AUNIQUE GROUP WHO INHABIT THE FORESTED
INLAND REGION OF SOUTH EAST MADAGASCAR. THEIR NAVE MEANS ‘PEOPLE OF THE FOREST AND THEY ARE SKILLED
WOODSMEN, FOOD GATHERERS AND HUNTERS, TRADING IN HONEY, BEESWAX AND OTHER FOREST PRODUCTS. THEY

ALSO GROWRICE AS PART OF ASLASH AND BURN AGRICULTURAL PRACTICE.

THEY CAN TRACE THEIR ORIGINS TO ANOBLE ANCESTOR NAVED RALAVBO WHO IS BELIEVED TO BE OF ARAB
DESCENT. HISTORICALLY THEY WERE FAMOUS FOR BEING GREAT WARRIORS HAVING LED ASUCCESSFUL CONQUEST
OF THE NEIGHBOURING ANTEMORO PEOPLE IN THE 18TH CENTURY. THEY HAVE ATALENT FOR DIVINATION AND
PRACTISE ASTROLOGY WHICH WAS BROUGHT TO THE ISLAND BY THE ARABS. OBSERVING PATRILINEAL DESCENT THE
TANALALIVED IN LARGE COMPOUNDS CONSISTING OF AFATHER, HIS SONS OR GROUP OF BROTHERS. TANALASOCIETY
WAS DIMDED INTO NOBLES, FREE PEOPLE AND SLAVES AND ALTHOUGH THE NOBLES RULED THEY WERE ALWAYS
ASSISTED BY AN ADVISOR WHO WAS A COMMONER. THE KING WAS ACCOUNTABLE TO HIS PEOPLE WWHO HAD THE POWER
TO REMOVE HIMFROMHIS POSITION OF LEADERSHIP.

PROVENANCE
EXKEITH GORMLEY, ENGLAND

EXEDRIC VAN VREDENBURGH COLLECTION

CF: JOSEPH MUELLER COLLECTION, GENEVA, INVENTORY NO. BMG1030 - 17 AND FINCH AND CO NO. 71, CATALOGUE 31,
2018, FOR ANOTHER EXAVPLE



