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LITERATURE

DATING FROM BEFORE THE COLONISATION OF THE ISLAND BY THE FRENCH IN 1897 THIS SHIELD WAS USED FOR
PARRYING SPEARS AND WAS MADE BY THE TANALA PEOPLE. THEY ARE A UNIQUE GROUP WHO INHABIT THE FORESTED
INLAND REGION OF SOUTH EAST MADAGASCAR. THEIR NAME MEANS ‘PEOPLE OF THE FOREST’ AND THEY ARE SKILLED
WOODSMEN, FOOD GATHERERS AND HUNTERS, TRADING IN HONEY, BEESWAX AND OTHER FOREST PRODUCTS. THEY

ALSO GROW RICE AS PART OF A SLASH AND BURN AGRICULTURAL PRACTICE.

     THEY CAN TRACE THEIR ORIGINS TO A NOBLE ANCESTOR NAMED RALAMBO WHO IS BELIEVED TO BE OF ARAB
DESCENT. HISTORICALLY THEY WERE FAMOUS FOR BEING GREAT WARRIORS HAVING LED A SUCCESSFUL CONQUEST

OF THE NEIGHBOURING ANTEMORO PEOPLE IN THE 18TH CENTURY. THEY HAVE A TALENT FOR DIVINATION AND
PRACTISE ASTROLOGY WHICH WAS BROUGHT TO THE ISLAND BY THE ARABS. OBSERVING PATRILINEAL DESCENT THE

TANALA LIVED IN LARGE COMPOUNDS CONSISTING OF A FATHER, HIS SONS OR GROUP OF BROTHERS. TANALA SOCIETY
WAS DIVIDED INTO NOBLES, FREE PEOPLE AND SLAVES AND ALTHOUGH THE NOBLES RULED THEY WERE ALWAYS

ASSISTED BY AN ADVISOR WHO WAS A COMMONER. THE KING WAS ACCOUNTABLE TO HIS PEOPLE WHO HAD THE POWER
TO REMOVE HIM FROM HIS POSITION OF LEADERSHIP.

 
PROVENANCE

EX KEITH GORMLEY, ENGLAND 

EX EDRIC VAN VREDENBURGH COLLECTION 

CF:  JOSEPH MUELLER COLLECTION, GENEVA, INVENTORY NO. BMG1030 - 17 AND FINCH AND CO NO. 71, CATALOGUE 31,
2018, FOR ANOTHER EXAMPLE 

 


