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DEPICTING ‘SEAMONSTERS’ ENTWINED AND WRITHING WHILST DEVOURING EACH OTHER WITH ‘CHOPPY WAVES TO
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LITERATURE



GEORG PFRUNDT WAS BORN IN FLACHSLANDEN, GERMANY IN 1603. APUPIL OF LEONARD KERN (1588 - 1662) THERE
ARE NUMEROUS SIMLARITIES BETWEEN KERN, JOHANN GEORG KERN (1622 - 1698) AND PFRUNDT. THE COMPOSITION
OF EXOTIC CARVED CUPS, GOBLETS AND ELABORATE MOUNTED VESSELS WERE VERY POPULAR IN EUROPEAN
RENAISSANCE ‘PRINCELY KUNSTKAMMER'S’ WITH DEPICTIONS OF DOLPHINS AND SEA-MONSTERS CARVED IN IMORY AND
NARWHAL TUSK, EXOTIC MATERIALS IN THEMSELVES, THEY WERE HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER AND VALUED.

THE 17TH CENTURY ‘KUNSTKAMVER’, OR ‘ART CHAVBER' DEVELOPED OUT OF THE MEDIEVAL TREASURY AND, IN
TURN, THE RENAISSANCE ‘STUDIOLO'. THE TERMWAS FIRST RECORDED IN 1550 IN RELATION TO THE HOLY ROMAN
EMPEROR FERDINAND | (1503 - 1564) AND HIS COLLECTION OF PRECIOUS OBJECTS AND CURIOSITIES. IN 1565, THE

FLEMISH WRITER SAMUEL VON QUICCHEBERG DIFFERENTIATED BETWEEN THE ‘KUNSTKAVIVER’, AN ‘ART CHAVBER',
AND THE ‘WUNDERKAMVER’, APLACE OF NATURAL WONDERS ‘MRABILIA. OVER THE COURSE OF THE ENSUING
DECADES THE TWO WERE CONFLATED AND THE ‘KUNSTKAMMVER' BECAVE A CABINET OF NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL
WONDERS, FROMFINE BRONZES AND PAINTINGS TO UN-CARVED GEMS AND ANIMAL SPECIMENS. ‘KUNSTKAVIVERN’
WERE ASOURCE OF SOCIAL AND INTELLECTUAL PRESTIGE, WITH TWO OF THE FINEST BELONGING TO THE EMPEROR
FERDINAND II (1578 - 1637) AT SCHLOSS AVBRAS AND THE EMPEROR RUDOLF 11 (1552 - 1612) AT PRAGUE CASTLE. GEORG
PFRUNDT DIED IN 1663 IN DURLACH.
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