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LIMESTONE HEAD OF A ‘GREEN MAN’
APOWERFUL HEAD OF A*GREEN MAN’

CARVED WITH ‘OAK LEAVES’ PROTRUDING FROMHIS MOUTH

LIMESTONE

ENGLAND

13TH - 14TH CENTURY

SIZE: 19.5CMHIGH, 177CMWIDE, 23CMDEEP - 7% INS HIGH, 6% INS WIDE, 9 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

THE PAGAN ORIGINS OF THE GREEN MAN ARE MYSTERIOUS, ALSO KNOWN AS THE ‘WILDMAN OF THE WOODS’ AND ‘JACK
IN THE GREEN’ HIS IMAGE OCCURS ALL OVER THE WORLD, FROM THE ANCIENT AZTEC AND MAYAN CULTURES OF MEXICO
TO THE SWAYAVBHUNATH TEMPLE IN KATHMANDU.

IN BRITAIN, CARVINGS OF HIMCAN BE FOUND IN OVER AHUNDRED CATHEDRALS AND CHURCHES, BUT NO CLEAR
EXPLANATION IS GIVEN IN CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE AS TO WHY REPRESENTATIONS OF THE GREEN MAN ARE UNIVERSAL. IN



CHRISTIANITY GREEN IS THE LITURGICAL COLOUR OF NEW LIFE AND IN PARTICULAR OF THE TRIUMPH OF LIFE OVER
DEATH JUST AS GREEN SPRING OVERCOMES WINTER. AGOD OF NATURE, HIS SPIRIT PERSONIFIES FORESTS AND HE IS
PROBABLY CONNECTED WITH THE GREEK GOD DIONYSUS WHO IS DEPICTED WITH BRANCHES PROTRUDING FROMHIS

HEAD, AND POSSIBLY WITH THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN GOD OSIRIS WHOSE PORTRAIT IN THE TOVB OF NEFERTARI WAS

PAINTED IN GREEN. HE IS MOST SURELY CONNECTED TO THE CELTIC WARRIOR TRADITION OF THE TAKING OF ENEMY
HEADS AS TROPHIES AND THEIR SUBSEQUENT DISPLAY OF THE TROPHY SKULLS AS MAGICAL PROTECTORS OF CELTIC
SACRED SITES. IN THE MODERN WORLD HE HAS COME INTO HIS OVWN AGAIN AS ASYMBOL OF ENDANGERED NATURE.



