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A FINE ENGLISH KNIFE AND FORK INITIALLED ‘E I’ AND DATED 1701

THE IVORY HANDLES WITH SILVER INLAY DESIGNS OF ‘TULIPS’ AND ‘SPIRALLING LEAVES’ HIGHLIGHTED WITH ‘SEALING
WAX’ AND DYED ‘GREEN’ IVORY INLAY 

CUTLER ‘MARK’ FOR EPHRAIM HOW 

SILVER, STEEL, SEALING WAX, IVORY 

ORIGINAL LEATHER SHEATH 

ENGLAND 

18TH CENTURY / 1701 

SIZE: KNIFE: 19CM LONG - 7½ INS LONG / FORK: 16.5CM LONG - 6½ INS LONG 
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LITERATURE

EPHRAIM HOW, BECAME A FREEMAN OF THE CUTLERS COMPANY IN 1682 AND MASTER IN 1706, HE DIED IN 1720. THE
CUTLERS MARK USED WAS A ‘HEART AND CROWN’ ‘HOW’, AND ALSO A ‘DAGGER’. 

     WITH THE RESTORATION OF THE MONARCHY IN 1660 THE SHORT AND RATHER SEVERE PURITAN KNIFE BEGAN TO BE
REPLACED WITH A LONGER BLADE, CURVED AND SPATULATE AT THE TIP, WHICH EVENTUALLY ACQUIRED A DISTINCT

SABRE LOOK WITH A PISTOL SHAPED HANDLE. MUCH OF THE SURVIVING CUTLERY FROM THIS MID 17TH CENTURY
PERIOD SEEMS TO BE QUALITY PIECES SUCH AS THESE EXAMPLES, WHICH HAVE BEEN TREASURED AND PRESERVED AS

FAMILY HEIRLOOMS. AS ENGLAND RECOVERED FROM A LONG PERIOD OF PURITANISM AND WITH THE CROWN
RECLAIMED BY CHARLES II WHO WAS USED TO EUROPEAN DINING PRACTICES AND EXTRAVAGANCE AND ORNAMENT AT
TABLE, CUTLERY BECAME MORE LUXURIOUS AND A GRADUAL REFINEMENT IN MANNERS GAVE RISE TO A MORE COMMON

USAGE OF THE FORK.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION 

SEE: FOR A SIMILAR LATE 17TH CENTURY ENGLISH EATING KNIFE, FROM THE BILL BROWN COLLECTION, FINCH AND CO
ITEM NO. 28B, CATALOGUE NUMBER 30, SUMMER 2018 AND ALSO A PAIR OF LATE 17TH CENTURY KNIFE AND FORK FROM

THE ROGER WARNER COLLECTION, ITEM NO. 59, CATALOGUE NUMBER 15, AUTUMN 2009 

 


