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THE CIRCULAR CONCAVE BOWL, WITH A BORDER OF ‘CUT’ STEEL FACETS, RAISED UPON A CENTRAL TURNED STEM
CENTRED BY A ‘CUT’ STEEL BORDER AND HEAVY STEEL SQUARE FOOT 

STEEL 

RUSSIA

LATE 18TH CENTURY / EARLY 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 10.5CM HIGH, 9CM DIA. - 4¹⁄8 INS HIGH, 3½ INS DIA.
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LITERATURE

THE TULA ARMS FACTORY WAS FOUNDED IN 1712 AS RUSSIA’S PROTRACTED WAR WITH SWEDEN CAUSED THE
TRANSFERENCE TO TULA OF THE EXPERIENCED MASTER CRAFTSMEN FROM THE MOSCOW ARMOURY. THE FACTORY

CONTINUED TO FULFIL STATE ORDERS FOR ARMS, BUT GRADUALLY THEY BECAME EMPLOYED IN THE MANUFACTURE OF
LUXURY GOODS. CATHERINE THE GREAT FREQUENTLY GAVE GIFTS OF TULA WORK TO FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES AND

DIPLOMATS PRAISING THE COMBINATION OF BLUED STEEL WITH GOLD AND GILT METAL. AS THEY WERE MAINLY
INTENDED FOR THE PALACES OF EUROPEAN ROYALTY THESE ARTICLES WERE EXTRAORDINARILY EXPENSIVE. 

     THE ARMOURERS SPENT DECADES ACQUIRING THE ORIGINAL SKILLS AND TECHNIQUES APPRENTICED TO MASTERS,
AND IN RETURN FOR THE NON-INTERRUPTED SUPPLY OF WEAPONS TO THE GOVERNMENT, THE RIGHT TO PRODUCE

NON-MILITARY LUXURY ITEMS WAS GRANTED AS A PRIVILEGE TO THEM. THIS PRIVILEGE CONTRIBUTED GREATLY TO THE
FLOURISHING OF THE ART OF TULA STEEL MAKING AND THE ARMOURERS WERE THEN ALSO GIVEN THE RIGHT TO
PRODUCE VARIOUS ITEMS AT HOME AND TRADE IN THEM WITHOUT BEING TAXED EITHER IN RUSSIA OR ABROAD.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION

SEE: FOR A RUSSIAN TULA STEEL GOLD AND SILVER MOUNTED POCKET SNUFF BOX, FINCH AND CO ITEM NO. 52,
CATALOGUE NUMBER 25, WINTER 2015  

 


