Finch & C°

A FANE AND LARGE QUARTZ CRYSTAL AND SPECIMEN MINERAL TOWER
AFINE AND LARGE QUARTZ CRYSTAL AND SPECIMEN MINERAL TOWER

OLD PAPER LABEL ‘LONDON’ HOUSED UNDER THE ORIGINAL GLASS DOVE

MNERALS, WOOD, GLASS

ENGLAND

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 47CMHIGH, 29CMWIDE, 18CMDEEP - 1872 INS HIGH, 11%2WIDE, 7 INS DEEP

AFINE AND LARGE QUARTZ CRYSTAL AND SPECIMEN MINERAL TOWER

OLD PAPER LABEL ‘LONDON" HOUSED UNDER THE ORIGINAL GLASS DOME

MNERALS, WOOD, GLASS

ENGLAND

19TH CENTURY



SIZE: 47CMHIGH, 29CMWIDE, 18CMDEEP - 1872 INS HIGH, 112WIDE, 7 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

DURING THE ICTORIAN PERIOD, THESE TOWERS TOGETHER WITH SHADOW BOXES AND DIORAMA'S WERE ENTERED
INTO COMPETITIONS WHERE THE MINERS WOULD CONTEST AGAINST EACH OTHER FOR PRIZE EXHIBITS. OFTEN MADE BY
VICTORIAN LEAD MINERS FROM THE MINERAL CRYSTALS THEY OCCASIONALLY FOUND IN CAVITIES AS THEY
LABORIOUSLY WORKED THE SEAMS OF LEAD ORE.

ROCK CRYSTAL IS REGARDED AS ASEM-PRECIOUS STONE, AN ELITE MINERAL AND HAS ALWAYS BEEN IN DEMAND
FROMCRAFTSMEN TO CUT AND CARVE INTO FACETED STONES AND BEADS AND OBJECTS RANGING FROMHANDLES TO
CHANDELIERS. THE ART OF CARVING AND ENGRAVING ROCK CRYSTAL HAS BEEN WELL DEVELOPED AS THE MATERIAL
LENDS ITSELF ESPECIALLY WELL TO THIS TREATMENT. FOR CENTURIES THE STONE AND GEMCUTTERS OF INDIA, CHINA
AND EUROPE HAVE BEEN CARVING SUPERB OBJECTS FROMROCK CRYSTAL. IN THE 9TH AND 10TH CENTURIES THE
ISLAND OF MADAGASCAR SUPPLIED THE MINERAL, HOWEVER FOR THE LAST 100 YEARS BRAZIL HAS BEEN THE BEST
SOURCE WITH INDIMDUAL CRYSTALS WEIGHING UP TO 25 TONS BEING FOUND THERE.



