Finch & C°

CELTIC SANDSTONE HEAD WITH BARED TEETH
AFINE CELTIC SANDSTONE HEAD WITH BARED TEETH

THE OVAL EYES WITH ‘DRILLED’ PUPILS

ENGLAND

200-300 AD

SIZE: 20.5CMHIGH, 16CMWIDE, 25CMDEEP - 8 INS HIGH, 6% INS WIDE, 97 INS DEEP / 28 5CMHIGH - 114 INS HIGH (WITH
BASE)

AFINE CELTIC SANDSTONE HEAD WITH BARED TEETH

THE OVAL EYES WITH ‘DRILLED’ PUPILS

ENGLAND

200-300 AD



SIZE: 20 5CMHIGH, 16CMWIDE, 25CMDEEP - 8 INS HIGH, 64 INS WIDE, 974 INS DEEP / 28 5CMHIGH - 1174 INS HIGH (WITH
BASE)

LITERATURE

THE CELTS HAD APREDILECTION FOR THE HUMAN HEAD. THE ‘TETE COUPEE’ OF THE CELTS LIKE THAT OF THE GORGON
OR MEDUSA OF THE MEDITERRANEAN HAD APOTROPAIC POWERS AND FULFILLED THE FUNCTION OF AVERTING EVIL,
AND OF CONFERRING PROTECTION ON THE BUILDING INTO WHICH THEY WERE INCORPORATED. CELTIC HEADS WERE
OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH SPRINGS AND THERMAL WATERS AS WAS THE ROMAN IMAGE OF MEDUSA AND THUS NATIVE
CELTIC SYMBOLISMBECAVE ACCEPTABLE TO THE CONQUERING ROMANS AS THE DEEPLY INDIGENOUS CULT OF THE
HEAD WAS COMFORTABLY MASKED UNDER THE IMAGE OF MEDUSA THE BEST KNOWN OF THESE VIGOROUS MALE
IMAGES AND TYPICAL OF MANY ROMANO BRITISH HEADS IS THE HEAD CARVED ON THE SHIELD OF THE GODDESS SULIS,
EQUATED WITH MNERVA, ON THE PEDIMENT OF THE TEMPLE OF SULIS IN BATH.

PROVENANCE

THE CELTS HAD APREDILECTION FOR THE HUMAN HEAD. THE ‘TETE COUPEE’ OF THE CELTS LIKE THAT OF THE GORGON
OR MEDUSA OF THE MEDITERRANEAN HAD APOTROPAIC POWERS AND FULFILLED THE FUNCTION OF AVERTING EVIL,
AND OF CONFERRING PROTECTION ON THE BUILDING INTO WHICH THEY WERE INCORPORATED. CELTIC HEADS WERE
OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH SPRINGS AND THERMAL WATERS AS WAS THE ROMAN IMAGE OF MEDUSA AND THUS NATIVE
CELTIC SYMBOLISMBECAVE ACCEPTABLE TO THE CONQUERING ROMANS AS THE DEEPLY INDIGENOUS CULT OF THE
HEAD WAS COMFORTABLY MASKED UNDER THE IMAGE OF MEDUSA THE BEST KNOWN OF THESE VIGOROUS MALE
IMAGES AND TYPICAL OF MANY ROMANO BRITISH HEADS IS THE HEAD CARVED ON THE SHIELD OF THE GODDESS SULIS,
EQUATED WITH MNERVA, ON THE PEDIMENT OF THE TEMPLE OF SULIS IN BATH.



