
CELTIC SANDSTONE HEAD WITH BARED TEETH
A FINE CELTIC SANDSTONE HEAD WITH BARED TEETH

THE OVAL EYES WITH ‘DRILLED’ PUPILS 

ENGLAND 

200 - 300 AD

SIZE: 20.5CM HIGH, 16CM WIDE, 25CM DEEP - 8 INS HIGH, 6¼ INS WIDE, 9⁷⁄  INS DEEP / 28.5CM HIGH - 11¼ INS HIGH (WITH
BASE)
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LITERATURE

THE CELTS HAD A PREDILECTION FOR THE HUMAN HEAD. THE ‘TETE COUPÉE’ OF THE CELTS LIKE THAT OF THE GORGON
OR MEDUSA OF THE MEDITERRANEAN HAD APOTROPAIC POWERS AND FULFILLED THE FUNCTION OF AVERTING EVIL,

AND OF CONFERRING PROTECTION ON THE BUILDING INTO WHICH THEY WERE INCORPORATED. CELTIC HEADS WERE
OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH SPRINGS AND THERMAL WATERS AS WAS THE ROMAN IMAGE OF MEDUSA AND THUS NATIVE
CELTIC SYMBOLISM BECAME ACCEPTABLE TO THE CONQUERING ROMANS AS THE DEEPLY INDIGENOUS CULT OF THE

HEAD WAS COMFORTABLY MASKED UNDER THE IMAGE OF MEDUSA. THE BEST KNOWN OF THESE VIGOROUS MALE
IMAGES AND TYPICAL OF MANY ROMANO BRITISH HEADS IS THE HEAD CARVED ON THE SHIELD OF THE GODDESS SULIS,

EQUATED WITH MINERVA, ON THE PEDIMENT OF THE TEMPLE OF SULIS IN BATH. 

 
PROVENANCE
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